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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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Definitly for Christ 


By Dr. William Ward Ayer, 


Broadcaster-Evangelist; former pastor Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York 


“And after these things he went forth, and saw a publi- 
can, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he 
said uno him, Follow me. And he left all, rose up, and fol- 
lowed him.”—Luke 5:27,28. 


Matthew is one of the New Testament’s outstanding 
characters. His original name was Levi, and he was the son 
of Alphaeus. He was chosen to be one of the twelve disciples 
and is placed seventh in the list of Mark and Luke, but cer- 
tainly he superseded most of the disciples in activity and 
service. 


Matthew was a publican, and 
when called to be a disciple he 
was sitting at the _ tollhouse, 
where he conducted his tax busi- 
ness. We are told that along the 
north end of the Sea of Galilee 
there was a road leading from 
Damascus to Acre on the Mediter- 
ranean. On that road, a customs 
office marked the boundary be- 
tween the territories of Philip the 
Tetrarch and Herod Antipas. It 
has been supposed that Matthew 
had the job of examining the 
goods which passed along the road 
and levying the toll. Jesus called 
him from this lucrative position 
to be a comparatively penniless 
follower of His. 

Before the call of Matthew, 
Jesus apparently resided at Ca- 
pernaum and had left it tem- 
porarily and then returned. Matt- 


fame of Jesus, probably had seen 
Him a number of times. Our Lord: 


: Hell—the cross that God has put in the paths of all of -us-to. 


HELL - Waar Is It? 


By Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman 


There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in >— 


purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And 
there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid 
at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the 
dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that 
the beggar died, and was carried by the angels inio Abra- 
ham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in 
hell he lft up his éyes, being in torments, and seeth Abra- 
ham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and 
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, 
Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is com- 
forted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between 
us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which 
would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass 
to us, that would come from thence. Then he said, I pray 
thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my 
father’s house: For I have five brethren; that he may testi- 
fy unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 
Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; 
let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but 
if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And 
he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead (Luke 16:19-31). 


The entire passage provides the framework for- this 
message, but I want to stress especially the phrase “ and in 
hell.’”’ Let us consider the certainty of Hell, the crowd going 
to Hell, the character of Hell and the Cross that saves from 


certainly noticed the publican in 
His journeys. It is evident that 
they were well enough acquainted 
with each other to have the Lord 
say to him, without preamble, 
“Follow me” and for Matthew to 
rise from his customs table and 
follow the Lord unquestioningly. 
It is because of this that we call 
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Matthew a man of definite deci- 
sion. 


Definite Decision 
Decisions are important things. 
We must make them every day 
of our lives. Many of them are 
(Continued on page 2) °* 


keep us from taking the road to Hell. 


Three things are going to hap- 
pen to you. First, you are going 
to die, You are not going to live 
forever. Second, you are going to 
face the judgment. You are not 
going to escape it. Third, you are 
going to sink into Hell if you die 
in your sins, without God, with- 


Way to Victory for a Sinning Christian 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


Recently I received a heart-broken letter from a soldier 
who had been saved and then fell into terrible sin. The young 
soldier is now mocked by his unsaved companions who know 
of his sin, but he writes me as follows: 


“Brother Rice, I still want Jesus 


to live in my heart. I have told/| 


Him what a mistake I made and 
I am awfully sorry. Would you 
tell me how I can face it all? I 
realize, Brother Rice, I just am 
not any good, but I still want to 
be a Christian. I guess I am all 
washed up and confused about 
the whole thing. Please tell me 
how I can get straightened out.” 
Believing that my answer to 
this troubled soul may help some 
other Christian who has failed 
God, I publish my answer here. 
God Forgives and Cleanses His 
Children When They Confess Sins 
The Lord loves you still and is 
willing to forgive you. In I John 
1:9 is this wonderful promise, “If 
we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” So if you honestly 
have confessed your sin to God and 
turned from it in your heart, He 
has forgiven you. You have given 
yourself to Christ and He loves 
you and will not let you go. You 
are God’s child. If you did not 
confess your sin, then God would 
not give you peace, your prayers 
would not be answered, and you 
would not have victory. But if 
you confessed your sin to God 
and have honestly turned from it, 
then you can have sweet fellow- 
ship with the dear Lord and have 
His help each day. Now it is right 
for you to still hold on to the 
Lord: Jesus, love Him and serve 


Him, and never give Him up. Re- 
member, you may be a weak child 
but you are God’s child! 


Christians Should Honestly Confess 
Their Sins to Those Affected 


Now when you have made things 
right with God, you still have 
the problem of making things 
right with people. To do this two 
things are necessary. First, you 
will need to admit honestly that 
you have done wrong, If the ques- 
tion comes up, do not dodge it but 
admit to both saved and lost 
companions that you did wrong. 
Second, you will need to prove 
yourself. At first they may mock 
you, but if you stay straight they 
will grow to respect you. 

It will be hard but I think you 
should confess to your family that 
you lied. You need not go into 
all the details perhaps, but at 
least you should let them know 
that you did wrong, that you sin- 
ned, that you wasted the money, 
and that you have forever turned 
your back on this sin. Pray about 
it and God will give you wisdom 
and help you to do right. 


You see, if we take up for our : 


sins and lie about our sins, un- 
saved people do not respect us. But 
if We face them honestly, confess 
them and turn from the sin, till 
they know that we mean business, 
then others will respect us. 

At first you will have some 
heartache. Well, you have it com- 


ing to you so face it like a man 
and live it down. There is no easy, 
painless way to get out of sin 
without embarrassment and 
shame. But if you live steady and 
straight, it will become known, 
and little by little you will gain 
the respect of all people. 


The Way to Daily Victory and Joy 


Now, the most important 
question is how can you have 
daily victory and live a clean, 
strong, happy Christian life each 
day? I will tell you how. First, set 
out to read your Bible earnestly 
each day.. Read several chapters, 
meditate upon it while you read. 


out Christ, without the blood, 
without the cross, without hope, 
without salvation. 


The Certainty of Hell 


I know there is a Hell, not be- 
cause I was taught the fact in 
seminary. I know there is a Hell, 
not because my denomination be- 
lieve it. I believe there is a Hell, 


not because my people, the ortho- 
dox Jews, have always believed it. 
I know there is a Hell, not be- 
cause all orthodox, fundamental 
Christians in all the world, of 
every persuasion, believe it. That 
is not enough. Men may be mis- 
taken. The best of them may be 
wrong, Men may devise a theory 
which spreads universally but is 
wrong nevertheless, I believe that 
there is a Hell because God says 
so in His tholy Book. 

A Texas evangelist, a powerful 
preacher and soul winner, declares 
frequently, ‘““God says it. I believe 
it. That settles it.” Most Chris- 
tians know that the Bible says 
more about Hell than about Heav- 
en. For every statement in the 
Bible about the land of bliss, there 


(Continued on page 6) 
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THE EDITOR'S 
NOTES 


By John R. Rice 


TODAY I WANT TO SHARE WITH 
you two or three letters. How I 
wish you could read: the marve- 
lous mail that comes to us every 
day, telling of souls saved and 
lives transformed. 

x 2k * 


A FEW WEEKS AGO WE HAD A 
letter from Dr. George Heinrich 
Neunobel, a professor in Muhl- 
hausen, Thuringen, Germany, the 
Russian Zone, Dr. Neunobel has 


a Ph.D. degree, and a license in 
theology. He wrote signing the 
decision form in the little book- 
let, What Must I Do to Be Saved?, 
and said, 

“Dear Brother in Christ: 

: “T am very much impressed by 
ee |your What Must I Do to Be 
f=|Saved? Persecuted by Nazis, I 
=| have been doing 25 months in pri- 
fison, because in my sermon I had 
spoken against the cruelties put 
on the Jews. In the time of my 
arrest, I learned to cling to Him 
and to trust to Him. 


“T hope to hear from you, I am 

greeting you sincerely as your 
brother in the Lord.” 
I want you to know that every- 
eiwhere the gospel is preached 
plainly, in the power of.God, sin- 
ners are saved, and a professor in 
a. German university can be 
reached by the same blessed‘ gos- 
|pel as reaches others. 

If you will help the Sword Free 
Literature Fund, with its $15,000 


oe 


(Continued on page 2) 
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budget this year, we will hear 
from many hundreds of others 
saved through this litecature. 

1 - * 

WHY DON’T YOU GET A FEW COPIES 
of the booklet, What Must I Do 
to Be Saved? in English and have 
them given out to unsaved people 
who promise to read them? You 
may buy them at $2 2 hundred, 
2c each, or if you sign a pledge 
that every one will be given only 
where one promises to read it, and 
not a one wasted or leit idle, we 
will send a few free on request. 

* * sa 

Mr. ALFRED A. KUNZ, EXECUTIVE 
director of the Pocket Testament 
League which is giving out mil- 
lions of Testaments in Japan, 
writes us as follows: 


“In the course of our recent 
great campaign in Osaka, our men 
had the joy of leading to Christ 
a Japanese man who was the 
Chief Flight Officer in Command 
of the Armada of 360 planes that 
bombed Pearl Harbor. This man 
led the attack, dropped the first 
bomb ‘on our fleet, and was cre- 
dited with sinking the battleship, 
Maryland. He had many narrow 
escapes from death, and is the 
sole survivor of the 32 officers 
who participated in the battle. 
Since his recent conversion, he has 
been assisting our men in distri- 
buting the Scriptures and giving 
his personal Christian testimony 
in the meetings. It is now his de- 
sire that he might come to Ameri- 
ca to apologize for what he now 
realizes was a tragic mistake. 


“At a great mass meeting at 
Osaka on May 14, when this man 
gave his testimony, four thousand 
people crowded into the hall and 
three thousand more were turned 


(Continued on page 4) 
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This is one in a series of Christian cartoons drawn by Charles L. 
Ramsay which will appear weekly. They are reprinted by special 
permission from 101 Christian Cartoons by Charles L. Ramsay which 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 214 W. 


may be secured for $1.00 from 


Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Definitely 


(Continued from page 1) 


reluctantly made because of\ the 
possible outcome of certain cours- 
es of action. But nowhere is de- 
cision so reluctantly made, at 
times, as in the realm of faith. 

Decisions are worrisome if there 
is uncertainty about them, yet 
they are joyous if made upon 
definite knowledge that they are 
making for the betterment of our 
condition. Matthew, I am sure, 
must have had some knowledge 
of Christ and Christian responsi- 
bility to make his clean-cut, un- 
compromising decision. 

Let us study his life carefully, 
as he is an excellent Bible type 
of modern man. 


I. First, he quickly, quietly and 
unreservedly answered the call of 
Christ. 


“HE LEFT ALL.” That is a sig- 
nificant statement that suggests 
to us that the following of Jesus 
is costly as well as blessed. 

Matthew left hig pride of posi- 
tion; for though the publican was 
despised by the Jews, he was hon- 
ored by the Romans; and, inas- 
much as Rome governed the na- 
tion and controlled the economic 
life, Matthew as a publican occu- 
pied an important position and 
could smile tolerantly at his Jew- 
ish enemies. 

The first stab suffered by those 
who leave all to follow Jesys is 
wounded pride. Because to the 
flesh, discipleship is a humiliat- 
ing experience. The world looks 
askance at the humble followers 
of the Nazarene who will not be 


conformed to this world but who 


are transformed by the renewing 
of their minds to the world which 
is to come. 

Dr, Clarence Edward McCart- 
ney tells how he preached on sal- 
vation in a college in Pennsyl- 
vania. He stressed the fact that 
all needed to accept Christ and 
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be saved, regardless of moral or 
cultural achievements or lives of 
desirable quality. The -editor of 
the college paper was incensed 
and wrote an editorial declaring 
it Was preposterous in this day 
and age to say that good men 
needed a Saviour. 

Pride is woven into the deepest 
texture of human personality. It 
is one of the things that God hates 
with unalterable hatred. It is 
often the greatest hindrance to 
the acceptance of Jesus Christ and 
to following Him. 


Working for Salvation 


Matthew left self-effort as well. 
He didn’t try to work out his own 
salvation by faithfulness to his 
task, important as that type of 
faithfulness is. He was obedient 
to his Lord. 

With all the preaching of the 
grace of God, it seems almost im- 
possible to get the truth of grace 
into the hearts and minds of peo- 
ple. They insist upon saving them- 
selves. They insist upon working 
for their’ own salvation. They 
would climb up to Heaven some 
other way except by the ladder 
of grace let down from Heaven 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But salvation is a gift. It is not 
‘of. works” lest any man should 
boast. 

There is a story told of Colone] 
Theodore Roosevelt who, during 
the Spanish-American War, tried 
to get some delicacies for his sick 
soldiers. He went to the canteen 
and out of his private funds of- 
fered to buy them, but the can- 
teen director refused Mr. Roose- 
velt’s money, saying, “Colonel 
Roosevelt, you can’t buy these 
things.” Old “Teddy” was ready 
for a fight in a moment and want- 
ed to know why, if they were 
available, he might not out of 
his private funds, obtain them 
through purchase for his soldiers. 
After he had spouted fireworks 
for a little while, the director 
said, “Colonel, the reason you 
can’t buy them is that they are 
free to all who need them. You 
may have them without money 
and without price for your needy 
soldiers.” 

Such is the offer of salvation, 
and why will men refuse it? 


Then we read that “HE ROSE UP.” 
Of this action Dr. A, T. Robert- 
son says, “It was not easy for 
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Matthew to yield to the command 
of Jesus in spite of the charm of 
the Master for men. Matthew had 
no other means of livelihood, so 
far as we know. Jesus was an 
itinerant rabbi with no fixed in- 
come. For the moment He was 
the public idol, but one could not 
know how bong He would continue 
‘to be so. Matthew, himself, came 
from a class that was taboo with 
the religious leaders of the time. 
His coming would apparently em- 
barrass Jesus and not -help him, 
but he took his stand for Jesus 
openly and boldly. He rose up and 
followed Jesus, then and there.” 

Dr. Robertson reminds us that 
the verb “follow” is in the aorist 
tense and it means that he kept 
on following Him. To bring the 
experience down to our own times, 
Matthew acted upon his faith. We 
have many who hear the call of 
Jesus but do not rise up to fol- 
low Him, They do not make the 
concession which is needed for 


sponsibility to Christ’s call, they 
sit still and meditate upon their 
excuses, declaring within: ‘their 
souls, “I am not good enough”; “I 
am living the best I can”; 
are so many hypocrites in the 
church’—-and a multitude of oth- 
er silly excuses for not walking 
the pathway of righteousness in 
the footsteps of Jesus. The real 
reason, of course, is their hesi- 
tancy to act upon what they know 
to be right. 

Physical action seems to be 4 
necessary accompaniment of men- 
tal and moral conviction. “If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus upon believing in thine 
heart that God has raised ‘hhim 
from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved.” During His ministry, Jesus 
often demanded physicai action as 
a demonstration of inward. faith. 


We note that “HE FOLLOWED 
JESUS.” This is the next step after 
believing. Matthew followed Jesus 
trustfully and followed Him to 
the end. 

Down in the valley with my Sav- 
iour I would go, 

Where the flowers are blooming 

and the sweet waters flow; 
Everywhere He leads me I would 
follow, follow on, 

Walking in His footsteps till 

the crown be won. 


Down in the valley with my 
Saviour I would go, 
Where the storms are sweeping 
and the dark waters. flow; 
With His hand to lead me I will 
never, never fear: 
Dangers cannot fright me if my 
Lord is near. 


Down in the valley, or upon the 
mountain steep, 
Close beside my Saviour would 
my soul ever keep; 
He will lead me safely in the path 
that He has trod, 
Up to where they gather on the 
hills of God. 


Follow! follow! I would follow 
Jesus! 
Anywhere, everywhere, I would 
follow on! 
Follow! follow! I would follow 
Jesus! 
Everywhere He leads me I 
would follow on! 


II. Matthew decided that what 
was good for him was good for 
others. 

We read that Matthew made 
a great feast at his own house 
and there was a large company 
of publicans and others who sat 
down with them. In other words, 
he publicly celebrated the fact of 
a newly-found Friend and Saviour, 
Probably he decided upon this 
means of doing two things: first, 
to say a kindly farewell to those 
who had been associated with him 
in his labors as publican; and, 
second, to introduce them to Jesus 
that they, too, might believe in 
Him and become followers. 


Cultists Excel 


This is a highly commendable 
Too many who follow 
Jesus thide their light under a 
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bushel. This is not true’ of Mo- 
hammedans, who pray three times 
a day upon their prayer rugs with 
their faces toward Mecca, no mat- 
ter where they may be found. 
They suffer the scorn and the 
chagrin of those who do not be- 
lieve. Buddhists and all cultists 
are faithful in their religion. 
Christians are not faithful enough 
in introducing their friends to 
their Lord. 

In many instances, when one 
becomes a Christian he cannot 
continue on with many of his 
friendships because his interests 
are changed and his life is dif- 
ferent. However, it is not the 
part of wisdom to drop them sud- 
denly without any interest in their 
souls. We often defeat the pur- 
poses of God by becoming cold 
toward our former friends in the 
world when we might serve God 
greatly by telling them of our 
new-found Friend and showing 
them what He has done for us. 


Matthew is a type of business 
man who can greatly serve His 
Lord by witnessing to his asso- 
ciates, The group who were at 
the feast are called in the Bible 
publicans and sinners.” The sin- 
ners mentioned along with the 
publicans at the feast were those 
who violated the law, or did not 
try to keep its innumerable com- 
mands as set forth by the Scribes 
or interpreted by the Pharisees; 
and so it was that certain Scribes 
and Pharisees who were specta- 
tors at the feast endeavored to 
accuse Jesus of eating and drink- 
ing with sinners—that is to Say, 
unfaithful people. 

But the very call of Matthew, 
and the presence of Jesus at this 
feast with publicans and sinners, 
proves that Jesus is a friend of 
the sinner. It was He who said, 
“T am not come to call the right- 
eous but sinners to repentance.” 

Matthew is to be highly com- 
mended, then, for introducing 
Jesus to his own crowd, We may 
not be able to stand before kings 
as did Daniel, but we can always 
stand before souls; and all souls 
are precious in God’s sight: they 
are the ones for whom Christ died. 


Oh, the glory that would come 
to Christ, and thesblessing to men 
if laborers would witness to la- 
borers, professional men to pro- 
fessionals, girls to girls, boys to 
boys, the moral men to the moral 
men, the flagrant. sinner to the 
flagrant sinner, like to like all the 
way down the line, until all have 
heard the story of the redemptive 
grace of God in Christ. 


III. The decision of Matthew 
seems to have been a desire to 
exalt Christ and forget self. 

Read Matthew’s wonderful gos- 
pel and you will see the truth of 
this, He presents Jesus as the 
Messiah ef the Jews, citing pro- 
phecy after prophecy concerning 
Him, showing how He is the de- 
scendant of Abraham, and in the 
kingly line of David as well as 
the Saviour of all mankind. 

It is easy to note the personal 
modesty of Matthew as we read 
his gospel. He does not mention 
his own name in telling of the 
feast. He continues to call him- 
self by his publican name, demon- 
strating that what he was, he 
was by the grace of God in Christ. 
He becomes a sample and exam- 
ple of those who really surrender 
to Christ and long to exalt Him. 


Genuine Loyalties 


The personal cost of Matthew’s 
discipleship doubtless colored his 
consecration. It is always true 
that they who love most are they 
who sacrifice most. We prize and 
appreciate things costly and give 
little heed to that which has not 
exacted some tribute from us. In 
America Christianity seems too 
easily achieved and the Christian 
too greatly applauded. Religion is 
not challenging our consecration 
as it did our forefathers, It does 
not begin to touch the depths of 
our personalities and call forth 
those inexplainable loyalties of 
heart and life which make the 
faith to be obviously the workinz 
of the power of God. These things 
are happening in foreign lands, 
among the black men of Africa 
and the yellow men of China and 
the brown men of the isles of the 
sea, but Christianity in America 
needs a rebirth. Somehow or oth- 
er, Jesus and His power must be 
brought to our people. Institution- 
alism, false philosophies, and 
world programs must be swept 
aside so that Christ may come in- 
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to contact with the lost souls of 
men and transform them by His 
power, and enable them to go out 
with a new hope and zeal to tell 
others of His transforming power. 

A certain auctioneer was watch- 
ed while he endeavored to sell a 
valuable painting. It was noted 
that he did not call attention to 
himself but to the picture, Plac- 
ing the picture upon the counter, 
he held it up before the custom- 
ers, while he hid behind it. He 
talked merely as a voice of the 
beauty of the painting, of the 
skill of the artist that painted it, 
of the possibilities of the picture 
beautifying and blessing the home 
of the purchaser. The listeners 
forget the auctioneer—but they , 
saw the picture! 

Oh, that we who are followers 
of Jesus might hide behind the 
lovely Christ, forgetting ourselves 
and pointing with all of our ener- 
gies to the glory of Him who is 
able to save men to the uttermost. 


Victory... 


(Continued from page 1) 


Pray for God to help you under- 
stand it and love it. Mark about 
one good verse every day so you 
can find it easily, read it over and 
over and try to memorize it. The 
Bible will help you live a good life, 
if you take time to read it, learn 
it, and meditate on it continually. 
You cannot be ia strong, victorious 
Christian without feeding on God’s 
Word. 

Second, take time for secret 
prayer every day. It is best to 
pray early in the morning, I think, 
as well as at night. Every day 
confess your failures and sins and 
ask. God to forgive and cleanse 
them. Tell God all your burdens. 
Ask Him for help. Keep on pray- 
ing until you have peace in your 
heart each day. 

Third, you need the fellowship 
of good Christians. Go to church. 
Run with Christian boys as much 
as possible. 

Fourth, do not confuse the mat- 
ter of salvation with Christian 
victory. Christ saved you once for 
all when you turned to Him in 
your heart and trusted Him for 


| salvation. You may have Christian 


victory each day. If you do wrong 
and your conscience hurts you, then 
God wants you to confess your sin 
and take time to get things fixed 
up. But, He still loves you and 
Christ is still your Saviour and 
friend and God is still your Father. 
So never give up your hope in 
Christ and He will never give ~ 
you up. 
* ” * 

I suggest that any troubled 
Christian who finds himself some- 
what a backslider or not victorious 
should get my 24 page pamphlet, 
The Backslider. It tells, with many 
Scriptures, why people backslide, 
whether the backslider is saved 
or lost, how miserable are the 
results of backsliding, and how 
to get right. (Price 15c, The 
Sword of the Lord Publishers.) 
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The Inspiration of the Bible 


By Rev. James M. Gray, D.D. 
Former Dean of Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


(This interesting article, because of its length, is being published in 


three parts. The first installment 


one will be (D.V.) printed next week. Readers are urged to k 
these three issues together and reread them from P md to slave). 


If. Proof of Inspiration 


1. The inspiration of the Bible is 
proven by the philosophy, or what 
may be called the nature of the 
case. 

The proposition may be stated 
thus: The Bible is the history of 
the redemption of the race, . or 
from the side of the individual, a 
supernatural revelation of the will 
of God to men for their salvation. 
But it was given to certain men of 
one age to be conveyed in writing 
to other men in different ages. 
Now all men experience difficulty 
in giving faithful reflections of 
their thoughts to others because of 
sin, ignorance, defective memory 
and the inaccuracy always _inci- 
dents to the use of language. 

Therefore it may easily be de- 
duced that if the revelation is to be 
communicated precisely as origi- 
nally received, the same super- 
natural power is required in the 
one case as in the other. This has 
been sufficiently elaborated in the 
foregoing and need not be dwelt 
upon again. 

2. It may be proven by the his- 
tory and character of the Bible, 
i.e., by all that has been assumed 
as to its authenticity and credibili- 
ty. All that goes to prove these 
things goes to prove its inspira- 
tion. 

To borrow in part, the language 
of Westminster Confession, “the 
heavenliness of its matter, the ef- 
ficacy of its doctrine, the unity of 
its various parts, the majesty of 
its style and the scope and com- 
pleteness of its design” all indi- 
cate the divinity of its origin. 

The more we think upon it 
the more we must be convinced 
that men unaided by the Spirit of 
God could neither have conceived, 
nor put together, nor preserved in 
its integrity that precious deposit 
known as the Sacred Oracles. 

3. But the strongest proof is 
the declarations of the Bible it- 
self and the inferences to be 
drawn from them. Nor is this rea- 
soning in a circle as some might 
think. In the case of a man as to 
whose veracity there is no doubt, 
no hesitancy is felt in accepting 
what he says about himself; and 
and since the Bible is demonstrat- 
ed to be true in its statements of 
facts by unassailable evidence, 
may we not accept its witness in 
its own behalf? 

Take the argument from Jesus 
Christ as an illustration. He was 
content to be tested by the prophe- 
cies that went before on Him, and 
the result of that ordeal was the 
establishment of His claims to be 
the Messiah beyond a peradven- 
ture. That complex system of 
prophecies, rendering collusion or 
counterfeit impossible, is the in- 
contestable proof that He was 
what He claimed to be. But of 
course, He in whose: birth, and 
life, and death, and resurrection 
such marvelous prophecies met 
their fulfillment, became, from the 
hour in which His claims were es- 
tablished, a witness to the divine 
authority and infallible truth of 
the sacred records in which these 
prophecies are found.—(The New 
Apologetic, by Professor Robert 
Watts, D.D.) 

It is so with the Bible. The char- 
acter of its contents, the unity of 
its parts, the fullfilment of its 
prophecies, the miracles wrought 
its parts, the fulfillment of its 
has accomplished in the lives of 
nations and of men, all these go 
to show that it is divine, and if 
so, that it may be believed in what 
it says about itself. 
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appeared last week and the final 


A. Argument for the 
Old Testament 
To begin with the Old Testa- 
ment, (a) consider how the wri- 
ters speak of the origin of their 


Dr. James M. Gray 


messages. Dr. James H. Brookes 
is authority for saying that the 
phrase, “Thus saith the Lord” or 
its equivalent is used by ‘them 
2,000 times. Suppose we eliminate 
this phase and its necessary con- 
text from the Old Testament in 
every instance, one wonders how 
much of the Old Testament would 
remain. 


‘(b) Consider how the utterances 
of the Old Testament writers are 
introduced into the New. Take 
Matthew 1:22 as an illustration, 
“Now all this was done that it 
might be fulfilled which was spok- 
en by the Lord through the 
prophet.” It was not the prophet’ 
who spake, but the Lord’ who 
spake through the prophet. 

(c) Consider how Christ and His 
apostles regard the Old ‘Testa- 
ment. He came “not to destroy but 
to fulfill the law and the proph- 
ets.” Matthew 5:17. ‘The scrip- 
ture cannot be broken.” John 10: 
35. He sometimes used _ single 
words as the bases of important 
doctrines, twice in Matthew 22, at 
verses 31, 32 and 42-45. The 
apostles do the same. See Ga- 
latians 3:16, Hebrew 2:8, 11 and 
12:26, 27. 

(d) Consider what the apostles 
directly teach upon the _ subject. 
Peter tells us that “no prohecy 
ever came by the will of man, but 
men spake from God, being moved 
by the Holy Spirit” (II Peter 1:21, 
R.V.). “Prophecy” here applies to 
the word written as is indicated 
in the preceding verse, and means 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Baptist Professor Heads Shrine Playboys 


By John R. Rice, Editor 


An Associated Press dispatch dated Los Angeles, June 
22, announced that Dr. Hubert Poteat, Latin professor at 
Wake. Forest College, was installed as a new imperial poten- 
tate of Shriners succeeding the comedian, Harold Lloyd. 


Wake Forest College is a South- 
ern Baptist college of Wake 
Forest, North Carolina. There the 
teaching of evolution instead of 
direct creation first gained its 
foothold in Southern Baptist col- 
leges, as taught by another 


Poteat, and the festering sore has. 


continued. 

The shrine is called the “play- 
ground of Masonry.” All Shriners 
are advanced Masons, and so have 
taken bloody oaths forbidden in 
the Bible, binding themselves to 
protect Masons in any trouble, 
promote them in any business, 
support them politically, and keep 
their secrets. Masonry teaches 
that there is one God—whether the 
God of the Bible or the god of 
the Hindus, the Mohammedans or 
the heathen. Masons are not re- 
quired to believe in the deity of 
Christ. Many of them do not: and 
Masons are often forbidden to 
pray in the name of Christ in 
their public and private gather- 
ings. Masons teach a plan of sal- 


vation by works and character, 


not by the blood of Christ. Its 
doctrine is unitarianism, exactly 
the same as modernism. 


Shrine meetings are frequently 


notorious for drunkenness and 
other excesses. 
No Christian should join a 


‘Masonic lodge for the following 
‘reasons: first, the Bible express- 


ly forbids yoking up with unbe- 
lievers (I Cor. 6:14-18). Second, 
Jesus Christ emphatically said, 
“Swear not at all” (Matt. 5:34) 
and James 5:12 says, “Above all 
things, my brethren, swear not.” 
All over America many uncon- 
verted lodge members are depend- 
ing on their morality to get them 
to Heaven. Christians who lend 
their influence to these doctrines 
by belonging to lodges are ac- 
countable for the souls who go 
to Hell depending on their lodge 
vows and depending on the clear 
teaching of the lodges that those 
who subdue their passions and 
treat their fellow-man right will 
be accepted to the Elysian fields 
by the Grand Architect of the 
universe. 


Southern Baptists are my people, 
greatly beloved. But they have 


no reason to be proud of America’s 


whiskey-drinking, socialistic, pro- 
fane president who calls himself 
a Baptist. They ought not to be 
proud of their imperial potentate 
of the shrine. 

Active Masons often oppose re- 
vivals. The Ministerial Association 
of a Georgia town called me for — 
a union revival’ campaign. Then 
later they regretfully told me that 
their churches were full of Masons 
and these Masons objected to the 
revival. 


Recently a Methodist pastor told 
me that he had gone before the 
men of his church and renounced 
his lodge membership since he felt 
the oaths he had taken were blas- 
phemous, especially when taken by 
a Christian; since the lodges were 
definitely against evangelism, and 
Since the yoke with unbelievers 
had a constant tendency to hinder 
the work of the church. Chris- 
tians in the lodges have a constant 
tendency to protect their unsaved 
friends from direct Bible preach- - 
ing and to join them in their 
worldliness. 

If you want the Scriptures and 
pertinent facts about Christians 
and the lodges, read my book, 
Lédges Examined by the Bible, 
64 pages, price 50c. 


literature all the time. 


Sword Book Club judges this month had opportunity 
to consider two books that we believe will prove very 
popular. There is Revival in Our Time, by the 31 year old 
evangelist, Dr. Billy Graham, president of Northwestern 
Schools, Minneapolis, whose mighty revivals in Los 
Angeles, Columbia, S. C., and Boston have recently 
reached front pages of American newspapers. He has 
seen 18,000 people saved in the last six months. The 
new book by Dr. Billy Graham tells the story of these 
three great revivals, the marvelous crowds, the wonderful 
conversions, the spreading revival. Not only Billy Graham's 
words, but articles by Cliff Smith, Cliff Barrows, the song 
leader; Donald Hoke: Dr. Charles E. Fuller: Dr. Harold 
Ockenga: and others tell of Hollywood and radio stars 
converted, of the stadium service at Columbia which 
Governor Strom Thurmond said was the largest gather- 
ing of any kind ever held in the state of South Carolina, 
and with 2,000 conversions at that service. It tells of the 
marvelous Boston campaign when 16,000 people over- 
flowed the Boston Gardens, thousands were turned away, 
and 1,500 were saved in one service. Six sermons by 
Dr. Billy Graham as preached in these great campaigns 
are included in the book. It is a blessed book. 


Two for the Price of One 


If you join the Sword Book Club, you may have both of 
these books for the price of one. Simply buy Dr. Billy Graham's 
tremendous, colorful book, Revival in Our Times, for $2 and 
you may have Dr. Rice’s brand new beautiful clothbound 
book, Immanuel (regular price, $1.50) absolutely free. 


Note that in joining the Sword Book Club you get one 
book free when you join, you get one additional book free 
after every four book club selections or alternates which you 
purchase. You only promise to take as many as four books 
in a year’s time, your own choice out of perhaps 36 to 48 se- 
lections and alternates. You buy no book that you do not want. 


You get absolutely free each month the Sword Book Club 
News, which gives reviews and comments and evaluations of 
the mewest and best Christian books by the Sword Book Club 
panel of eminent judges. You agree to send in the rejection 
slip which is always provided for any first selection that you 
do not want. If you want the first selection, you do nothing; it 
will be shipped to you automatically. If you want no book 
or want an alternate, you send in your rejection slip. That is 
all there is to itl! You save money, you get only the best books, 
recommended by great Christian leaders, you get only the 
books you want, you keep informed on the best Christian 
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TWO NEWEST BOOKS 


sweet 


7,000,000 
reached 


popular. 


Then there is Dr. John R. Rice’s newest 
book, Immanuel. with chapters on the 
announcement of Christ’s birth, His in- 
carnation, His forgiveness, His second 
coming, His coronation and His invitation. 
A book rich in Bible study, colorful and 
in language, 
sentiment. Dr. Rice’s books and pamphlets 
have reached a total circulation of 


lieve this book will be tremendously 


by 
Two Most Popular Authors 
Dr. Billy Graham, Dr. John R. Rice 


heart-moving in 


copies, and some of them have 
best seller proportions, we be- 


BUY ONE—GET THE OTHER FREE. ORDER TODAY! 


Sword Book Club 
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Friday, July 21, 1950 


Preparing an Evangelistic Sermon 
By the Editor 


A ministerial student writes me as follows: “I would be 
very appreciative to have some straight from the shoulder 
statements of what you feel are the chief requisites of evan- 


gelistic sermon building.” 


The following is my letter to him: 


Dear Brother Mc——: 

I will be glad to help you if 
I can with some brief statements 
of what I'think are essentials in 
preparing an evangelistic sermon. 

1. First, there should be clear 
waiting on God as to the need of 
the people, and to find what kind 
of a message God wants one to 
give. Waiting on God and med- 
itation in the Word of God, will 
help you find what is God's will 
in the matter. I believe that one 
who reads much of the Bible and 
waits on God will find texts and 
themes coming to his mind and 
God will make clear what theme 
and then what Scripture is to 
be used in the sermon. 

2. The sermon should be plan- 
ned with a very definite effect in 
mind. Early in the revival services, 
I preach to get Christians right. I 
seek to have them become con- 
cerned about sinners, get them to 
remove hindrances to prayer, get 
them to set out to win souls. I 
preach to them on themes that 
are calculated to stir them to re- 
pent of their sins and clean up 
their lives, begin to pray earnest- 
ly, and to go after sinners. Later 
I preach to lost sinners, the kind 
of sermons expected to bring 
general conviction and concern, 
sermons on Hell, sin, judgment, 
and so forth. Then during closing 
days of a revival effort, I preach 
to make the plan of salvation clear 
and to bring people to decision. I 
sometimes write down on a piece 
of paper what kind of results I 
am preaching and praying for, be- 
fore I prepare the sermon. 

3. The sermon must be defi- 
nitely Scriptural, Maybe it should 
be prepared around one verse of 
scripture, a text. Sometime it 


The Editor’s Notes 


(Continued from page 1) 


away for lack of room. At the 
close of the meeting 478 Japanese 
came forward to accept Christ!” 
You will remember that this 
Japanese man is Mitsuo Fuchita, 
that he has recenty been using 
the message in our booklet, What 
Must I Do to Be Saved? to lead 
others to Christ, You will remem- 
ber that Missionary Timothy 
Pietsch of the Pocket Testament 
League is supervising the’ print- 
ing and distribution of our book- 
let, What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
as printed in Japanese. The de- 
cision form from this booklet has 
also been printed in the Pocket 
League Testament being given out 
in Japan, We hope you will stand 
by the Pocket Testament League 
in this great work. Their address 
is, The Pocket Testament League, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
New York. Another great print- 
ing of the booklet, What Must I 
Do to Be Saved? is needed at 
once and if you wish to help, you 
may send your offering for Sword 
Free Literature Fund. Address, 


_ Sword of the Lord, 214 West Wes- 


ley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
* » + 


THE FOLLOWING LETTER’ WILL 
comfort the heart of all who long 
to see sinners saved! 

Chicago, Illinois 
June 7, 1950 
Dear Evangelist J, “R. Rice: 

“You are my pastor; your small 
booklet by the name of What 
Must I Do to Be Saved? is the 
cause of my being saved. A man 
gave me one of them in Hines 
Hospital while visiting patients 
there, and I read the pamphlet 
and right away I accepted Christ 
as my Saviour. I owe it to you 
and want to thank you for being 
the one that led me to Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Now please send me 
four dozen of these littie pamph- 
lets C.0.D. I want to give them 
to sinful men and women, 

“I confess Christ, and wish the 
Whole world would come to Jesus. 

“This is one of your members 
that haven’t seen you.” 

. GODFREY SANDERS 

We have ordered paper for an- 
other printing of 400,000 copies of 
the What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
booklet in English, It will cost us 


nearly $4,000, Can you help? 


should be prepared as an exposi- 
tory treatment of a whole passage 
of several verses. But even if it 
is a topical sermon, one ought to 
establish the theme of the sermon 
directly upon a text or scripture 
in the plain meaning of that 
scripture, and ‘then one should 
prove all the subdivisions of the 
sermon by scriptures. It should 
be a distinctly Bible kind of ser- 
mon. 


4. An evangelistic sermon, like 
good writing, should seek for 
clearness and force anl then 
beauty or attractiveness. For 
clearness, there should be great 
simplicity, simple language, de- 
tailed explanation of the Scripture, 
clearly thought out propositions 
and statements of fact. These 
should be illustrated. I think il- 
lustrations should come largely 
from the Bible, and from personal 
experience. There is added value 
when preaching on the suddenness 
of death to tell of a man whom 
you knew who died suddenly after 
hearing the gospel, rather than 
telling about a man about whom 
you read. A simple and homely 
illustration is often better than a 
flowery one. And one that people 
know is sincere and true is far bet- 
ter than one which is read or 
quoted from some unknown source. 
Bible illustrations are particularly 
fitting and helpful. 

For force, I should depend on 
repeated use of scripture, on clear 


and emphatic statement and repe- 
tition if need be, and specially up- 
on the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The attractiveness of a sermon 
in the good sense will depend 
largely on your being so intensely 
interested that the attention of 
others will be gripped. If there 
is genuine burden and enthusiasm, 
it will be contagious. I believe that 
a preacher ought to be so fully 
wrapped up in his preaching that 
he may weep or laugh, that he 
may sit or stand, he may sing or 
quote poetry, as he feels he should 
do so, for the best effect, but all 
with a burning heart and with a 
holy abandon to the scripture and 
the preaching. I believe it is a 
sin to be dull. It is a sin of lack 
of interest, the sin of being too 
anxious to please men and follow 
human rules, the sin of too little 
preparation and too little bold- 
ness. 

5. Of course, the greatest pre- 
paration for evangelistic preach- 
ing is heart preparation. One 
should spend long hours meditat- 
ing on the Scripture itself, getting 
in mind the illustrations and 
argument, and particularly waiting 
on God and pleading with Him to 
warm the heart and be in the 
service. I rewrite every outline be- 
fore I preach, even though I may 
have preached on. the subject a 
hundred times. I want it: to live 
fresh in my own ‘mind and I 
want to have it so well in mind 
that I can go without an outline. 
So I refresh my. mind by rewrit- 
ing it, either before I go to the 
pulpit or while I sit in the pulpit. 
And thus, it is mine, and I have 
refixed it so that I do not need 
to refer to the notes often, if at 
all, while preaching. 

May the dear Lord help you as 
you win souls. 

In Jesus’ name, yours, 
JOHN R. RICE 


The Inspiration of the Bible 


(Continued from page 3) 


not merely the foretelling' of 
events, but the utterances of any 
word of God Without reference as 
to time past, present or to come. 
As a matter of fact, what Peter 
declares is that the will of man 
had nothing to do with any part 
of the Old Testament, but that the 
whole of it, from Genesis to Mala- 
chi, was inspired by God. 

Of course Paul says the same, 
in language even plainer, in II 
Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable.” The phrase “inspira- 
tion of God” means literally God- 
breathed. The whole of the Old 
Testament is God-breathed, for it 
is to that part of the Bible the 
language particularly refers, since 
the New Testament as such was 
not then generally known. 

As this verse is given somewhat 
differently in the Revised Version 
we dwell upon it a moment long- 
er. It there reads, “Every scrip- 
ture inspired of God is also profit- 
able,” and the caviller is disposed 
to say that therefore some scrip- 
ture may be inspired and some 
may not be, and that the profit- 
ableness extends only to the for- 
mer and not the latter. 

But aside from the fact that 
Paul would hardly be guilty of 
such a weak truism as that, it 
may be stated in reply first, that 
the King James rendering of the 
passage is not only the more con- 
sistent scripture, but the more 
consistent Greek. Several of the 
best Greek scholars of the period 
affirm this, including some of the 
revisers themselves who did not 
vote for the change. And secondly, 
even the revisers place it in the 
margin as of practically equal au- 
thority with their preferred trans- 
lation, and to be chosen by the 
reader if desired. There are not a 
few devout Christians, however, 
who would be willing to retain the 
rendering of the Revised Version 
as being stronger than the King 
James, and who would interpolate 
a word in applying it to make it 
mean, “Every scripture (because) 
inspired of God is also profitable.” 
We believe that both Gaussen and 
Wordsworth take this view, two as 
staunch defenders of plenary in- 
spiration as could be named. 


B. Argument for the 
New Testament 
We are sometimes reminded 
that, however strong and con- 
vincing the argument for the in- 


spiration of the Old | Testament, | | 
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that for the New Testament is on- 
ly indirect. “Not one of the evan- 
gelists tells us that he is inspired,” 
says a certain theological profes- 
sor, “and not one writer of an 
Epistle, except Paul.” 

We shall be prepared to dispute 
this statement a little further, but 
in the meantime let us reflect that 
the inspiration of the Old Testa- 
ment being assured as it is, why 
should similar evidence be requir- 
ed for the New? Whoever is com- 
petent to speak as a Bible au- 
thority knows that the wnity of 
the Old and New Testaments is 
the strongest demonstration of 
their common source. They are 
seen to be not two books, but only 
two parts of one book. 

To take then the analogy of the 
Old Testament. The foregoing ar- 
gument proves its inspiration. as 
a whole, although there were long 
periods separating tthe different 
writers, Moses and David let us 
say, or David and Daniel, the 
Pentateuch and the Psalms, or the 
Psalms and the Prophets. As long, 
or longer, than between Malachi 
and Matthew, or Ezra and the 
Gospels. If then to carry con- 
viction for the plenary inspiration 
of the Old Testament as a whole, 
it is not necessary to prove it for 
every book, why, to carry convic- 
tion for the plenary inspiration 
of the Bible as a whole is it neces- 
sary to do the same? 

‘We quote here a paragraph or 
two from Dr. Nathaniel West. He 


is referring to II Timothy 3:16,) 


which he renders, “Hvery scripture 
is inspired of God,” and adds: 
“The distributive word ‘every’ 
is used not only to particularize 
each individual scripture of the 
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Canon that Timothy had studied 
from his youth, but also to in- 
clude, along with the Old Testa- 
ment the -New Testament Scrip- 
tures extant in Paul’s day, and 
any others, such as those that 
John wrote after him. 

“The Apostle Peter tells us 
that he was in possession, not 
merely of some of Paul’s Epistles, 
but ‘all his Epistles,’ and places 
them canonically, in the same 
rank with what he calls ‘the other 
scriptures,’ i.e., of equal inspira- 
tion and authority with the ‘words 
spoken before by the Holy Proph- 
ets, and the commandment of the 
Lord and Saviour, through the 
Apostles.’ II Peter 3:2, 16. 

“Paul teaches the same co- 
ordination of the Old and’ New 
Testaments. Having referred to 
the Old as a unit, in his phrase 
‘Holy Scriptures,’ which the re- 
visers translate ‘Sacred Writings,’ 
he proceeds to particularize, He 
tells Timothy that ‘every scrip- 
ture,’ whether of Old or New 
Testament production, ‘is inspired 
of God.’ Let it be in the Penta- 
teuch, the Psalms, the Prophets, 
the Historical Books, let it be a 
chapter or a verse; let it be in the 
Gospels, the Acts, his own or Pe- 
ter’s Epistles, or even John’s writ- 
ings, yet to be, still each part of 
the Sacred Collection is God-given 
and because of that possesses di- 
vine authority as part of the Book 
of God.” 

We read this from Dr. West 
twenty years ago, and rejected ‘it 
as his dictum.-We read it today, 
with deeper and fuller knowledge 
of the subject, and we believe it 
to be true. 

It is somewhat as follows that 
Dr. Gaussen in his’ exhaustive 
“Theopneustia” gives the argu- 
ment for the inspiration of the 
New Testament. 

(a) The New Testament is the 
later, and for that reason the more 
important revelation of the’ two, 
and hence if the former were in- 
spired, it certainly must be true 
of the latter. The opening verses 
of the first and second chapters of 
Hebrews plainly suggest _ this: 
“God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the pro- 
phets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son... 
Therefore we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard.” 

And this inference is rendered 


still more conclusive by the cir- 
cumstance that the New Testa- 
ment sometimes explains, some- 
times proves, and sometimes even 
repeals ordinances of the Old 
Testament. See Matthew 1:22, 23 
for an illustration of the first, 
Acts 13:19 to 39 for the second and 
Galatians 5:6 for the third. As- 
suredly these things would not be 
true if the New Testament were 
not of equal, and in a _ certain 
sense, even greater authority than 
the Old. | 

(b) The writers of the New Tes- 
tament were of an equal or higher 
rank than those of the Old. That 
they were prophets is’ evident 
from such allusions as Romans 
16:25-27, and Ephesians 3:4,5. But 
that they were more than prophets 
is indicated in the fact that 
wherever in the New Testament 
prophets and apostles are both 
mentioned, the last-named is al- 
ways mentioned first (see I Cor. 
12:28: Epon, 2:20, 4:41), It. is 
also true that the writers of the 
New Testament had a higher mis- 
sion than those of the Old, ‘since 
they were sent forth by Christ, 
as He had been sent forth by the 
Father (John 20:21). They were to 
go, not to a single nation only 
(as Israel), but into all the world 
(Matt. 28:19). They received the 
keys of the kingdom of Heaven 
(Matt. 16:19). And they are to be 
pre-eminently rewarded in the re- 
generation (Matt. 19:28). Such 
considerations and comparisons as 
these are not to be overlooked in 
estimating the authority by which 
they wrote. 

(c) The writers of the New 
Testament were especially quali- 
fied for their work, as we see in 
Matthew 10:19, 20; Mark 13:11; 
Luke 12:2; John 14:26 and John 
16:13, 14. These passages will be 
dwelt on more length in a later di- 
vision of our subject, but just now 
it may be noticed that in some of 
the instances, inspiration of the 
most absolute character was prom- 
ised as to what they should speak 
—the inference being warranted 
that none the less would they be 
guided in what they wrote. Their 
spoken words were limited and 
temporary in their sphere, but 
their written utterances covered 
the whole range of revelation and 
were to last forever. If in the one 
case they were inspired, how much 
more in the other? 

(d) The writers of the New 


(Continued on page 5) 


We are receiving so many 
interesting letters from our 
ministerial students who are 
doing extension work in the 
summertime that it is very 
difficult to decide which of 
these letters we should -quote. 
We, however, would like to 
call attention to excerpts from 
a letter We have just received: 

“Before school was over, 
three of us fellows felt the 
Lord leading us to work to- 

* gether this summer, We wrote 
a number of letters to pastors 
asking for open doors for evan- 
gelistic services. We made 
tentative plans to hold our 
first meeting in , the 
home towm of one of the mem- 
bers of the trio. When we left 
school We were ‘still waiting 
for an answer from the pastor 
of the church. We arrived in 
town on Friday morning after 
school closed and decided to 
drive over and visit the pastor 
to whom we had written. He 
apologized for not writing and 
explained that the church 
wanted to get an evangelist of 
experience for the meeting. 
The pastor, however, asked us 

f/to take the Sunday morning 
and evening services in his 
church on the following Sun- 
day. We had a fine service Sun- 
day morning and returned Sun- 
day evening for our final serv- 
ice with this church. The pas- 

- tor, however, came over to talk 
with us. He explained to us 
how pleased he had been with 
our work. He said the church 
was so pleased with the serv- 
ice Sunday morning that the 
Board had called a special ses- 
sion and voted unanimously to 
have us for at least a two- 
weeks meeting. We have had 
to turn down at least four 
weeks of meetings that we 
could not take. The Lord cer- 
tainly has opened doors for us 
this summer, and we have not 
trimmed or dodged any issue to 
get our meetings. We have fol- 
lowed the instructions, Dr. Bob, 
that you gave us. This summer 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


more than ever we realize the 
value of the training We re- 
ceived at Bob Jones University. 
I will thank God eternally for 
the way He used the school to 
give me a vision of winning 
souls to Christ instead of just 
winning members for an or- 
ganization.” 

When we read this letter we 
thought about the hundreds of 
ministerial students from Bob 
Jones University, as well as 
the students who are not pre- 
paring for the ministry, who are 
out this summer winning the 
lost to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Some of these young people 
who are doing this great work 
were able to attend Bob Jones 
University because of the con- 
tributions that you Christian 
friends made to .our Student 
Loan Endowment Fund. By the 
way, We are getting some won- 
derful letters from young peo- 
ple now who do not have 
enough money to pay for all 
of their expenses, We are offer- 
ing a part work/loan scholar- 
ship to every one of these 
young people whom we are 
willing to accept. We are trust- 
ing you Christian friends to 
stand back of us and help us by 
contributing to this Student 
Loan Endowment Fund. Re- 
member, nothing short of the 
million dollars which we are 
endeavoring to raise will ‘be 
adequate for future needs. Re- 
member, also, if we can collect 
in full from students, we can 
pay the operating overhead of 
Bob Jones University. We have 
demonstrated that we can do 
this for the last sixteen years. 
So please help us. If you cannot 
send large amounts, send all 
you can now and then send 
more later. Just do the best 
you can. And please, everybody, 
pray for us. Thank you, and 
God bless you. 

BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S, C. 
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n of the Bible 


Testament directly claim divine 
inspiration. See Acts 15:23-29, 
where, especially at verse 28, 
James is recorded as saying, ‘for 
it seemed good to the Holy Ghost 
and to us, to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these neces- 
sary things.” Here it is affirmed 
very clearly that the Holy Ghost 
is the real writer of the letter in 
question and simply using the 
human instruments for His pur- 
pose. Add to this I Corinthians 
2:13, where Paul says: “Which 
things also we speak, not in the 
words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth, comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual,” or as the 
margin of the Revised Version 
puts it, “imparting _ spiritual 
things to spiritual men.” In I 
Thessalonians 2:13 the same wri- 
ter says: “For this cause also 
thank we God without ceasing, be- 
cause when ye received the word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye 
received it not as the word of man, 
but as it is in truth the word of 
God.” In II Peter 3:2 the apostle 
places his own words on a level 
with those of the prophets of the 
Old Testament, and in verses 15 
and 16 of the same chapter he 
does the same with the writings 
of Paul, classifying them “with 
the other scriptures.” Finally, in 
Revelation 2:7, although it is the 
Apostle John who is writing, ‘he is 
authorized to exclaim: “He that 
hath an ear let him hear what the 
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Spirit saith unto the churches,” 
and so on throughout the epistles 
to the seven churches. 


C. Argument for the Words 

The evidence that the inspira- 
tion includes the form as well as 
the substance of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, the word as well as the 
thought, may be gathered in this 
way. 

1, There were certainly some 
occasions when the words were 
given to the human agents. Take 
the instance of Balaam (Num. 
22:38; 23:12, 16). It is clear that 
this self-seeking prophet thought, 
1.e., desired to speak differently 
from what he did, but was obliged 
to speak the word that God put 
in his mouth. There are two in- 
controvertible witnesses to this, 
one being Balaam himself and the 
other God. 

Take Saul (I Sam. 10:10), or 
at a later time, his messengers 
(19:20-24). No one will claim that 
there was not an inspiration of the 
words here. And Caiaphas also 
(John 11:49-52), of whom it is ex- 
pressly said that when he prophe- 
sied that one man should die for 
the people, “this spake he not of 
himself.” Who believes that Caia- 
phas meant or really knew the 
significance of what he said? 

And how entirely this harmo- 
nizes with Christ’s promise to His 
disciples in Matthew 10:19, 20 and 
elsewhere. “When they deliver you 
up take no thought (be not anxi- 
ous) how or what ye shall speak; 
for it shall be given you in that 
hour what ye shall speak. For it 
is not ye that speak but the Spirit 
of your Father which speaketh in 
you.”’ Mark is even more emphatic: 
“Neither do ye premediate, but 
whatsoever shall be given you in 
that hour, that speak ye, for it is 
not ye that speak, but the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Take the circumstance of the 
day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4-11), 
when the disciples “began to speak 
with other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.” Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, the dwellers in 
Mesopotamia, in Judea, Cappa- 
docia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pam- 
phylia, Egypt, in the parts of 
Libya about Cyrene, the strangers 
of Rome, Cretes and ‘Arabians all 
testified, “we do hear them speak 
in our tongues the wonderful 
works of God!’”’ Did not this in- 
spiration include the words? Did 
it not indeed exclude the thought? 
What clearer example could be de- 
sired? : 

To the same purport consider 
Paul’s teaching in I Corinthians 
14 about the gift of tongues. He 
that speaketh in an unknown 
tongue, in the Spirit speaketh mys- 
teries; but no understandeth him, 
therefore he is to pray that he 
may interpret. Under some _  Cir- 
cumstances, if no interpreter be 
present, he is to keep silence in 
the church and speak only to him- 
self and to God. 

But better still, consider the ut- 
terance of I Peter 1:10, 11, where 
he speaks of them who prophesied 


lof the grace that should come, as 


“searching what, or what manner 
of time, the Spirit of Christ which 
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was in them did signify when He 
testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ and the glory that should 
follow, to whom it was revealed,” 


and so on. 


“Should we see a student who, 
having taken down the lecture of 
a profound philosopher, was now 
studying diligently to comprehend 
the sense of the discourse which 
he had written, we should under- 
stand simply that he was a pupil 
and not a master; that he had 
nothing to do with originating ei- 
ther the thoughts or the words of 
the lecture, but was rather a dis- 
ciple whose province it was to 
understand what he had transcrib- 
ed, and so be able to communicate 
it to others. 

“And who can deny that this is 
the exact picture of what we have 
in this passage from Peter? Here 
were inspired writers studying the 
meaning of what they themselves 
had written. With all possible al- 
lowance for the human peculiari- 
ties of the writers, they must have 
been reporters of what they heard, 
rather than formulaters of that 
which they had been made to un- 
derstand.”—A. J. Gordon in The 
Ministry of the Spirit. pp. 173, 174. 

2. The Bible plainly teaches that 
inspiration extends to its words. 
We spoke of Balaam as uttering 
that which God put in his mouth, 
but the same expression: is used by 
God Himself with reference to His 
prophets. When Moses would ex- 
cuse himself from service because 
he was not eloquent, He who made 
man’s mouth said, ‘Now therefore 
go, and I will be with thy mouth, 
and teach thee what thou shalt 
say” (Exod. 4:10-12). And Dr. 
James H. Brookes’ comment is 
very pertinent. “God did not say I 
will be with thy mind, and teach 
thee what thou shalt think; but I 
will be with thy mouth and teach 
thee what thou shalt say. This 
explains why, forty years after- 
wards, Moses said to Israel, ‘Ye 
shall not add unto the word I com- 
mand you, neither shall ye dimin- 
ish ought from it.’ (Deut. 4:2)” 
Seven times Moses tells us that 
the tables of stone containing the 
commandments were the work of 
God, and the writing was the writ- 
ing of God, graven upon the tables 
(Exod. 31:16). 

Passing from the Pentateuch to 
the poetical books we find David 
saying, “The Spirit of the Lord 
spake by me, and his word was in 
my tongue” (II Sam. 23:1, 2). He, 
too, does not say, God thought by 
me, but spake by me. 

Coming to the prophets, Jere- 
miah confesses that, like Moses, he 
recoiled from the mission on 
which he was sent ‘and for the 
same reason. He was a child and 
could not speak. “Then the Lord 
put forth his hand and touched 
my mouth. And the Lord said unto 
me, Behold I have put my word in 
thy mouth” (Jer. 1:6-9). 

All of which substantiates the 
declaration of Peter quoted earlier, 
that “no prophecy ever came by 
the will of man, but man _ spake 
from God, being moved by the 
Holy Spirit.” Surely, if the will 
of man had nothing to do with 
the prophecy, he could not have 
been at liberty in the selection of 
words. 


So much for the Old Testament, 
but when we reach the New, we 
have the same unerring and ver- 
bal accuracy guaranteed to the 
apostles by the Son of God, as we 
have seen. And we have the 
apostles making claim of it, as 
when Paul in I Corinthians 2:12, 
13 distinguishes between’ the 
“things” or the thoughts which 
God gave him and the words in 
which he expressed them, and in- 
sisting on the divinity of both; 
“Which things also we speak,” he 
says, “not in the words which 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth.” In Ga- 
latians 3:16, following the example 
of his divine Master, he employs 
not merely a single word, but a 
single letter of a word as_ the 
basis of an argument for a great 
doctrine. The blessing of justifica- 
tion which Abraham received has 
become that of the believer in Jes- 
us Christ. “Now to Abraham and 
his seed were the promises made. 
He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many; but as of one, And to thy 
seed, which is Christ.” 

The writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews bases a similar argument 
on the word “all” in chapter 1:8, 
on the word “one” in 1:11, and 


on the phrase “yet once more” in 
12:26, 20. } 


To recur to Paul’s argument in 
Galatians, Archdeacon Farrar in 
one of his writings denies that by 
any possibility such a Hebraist as 
he, and such a master of Greek 
usage could have argued in this 
way. He says Paul must have 
known that the plural of the He- 
brew and Greek terms for “seed” 
is never used by Hebrew or Greek 
writers to designate human off- 
spring. It means he says, various 
kinds of grain. 

His artlessness is amusing. We 
accept his estimate of Paul’s 
knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, 
says Professor Watts, he was cer- 
tainly a Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
and as to his Greek he could not 
only write it but speak it as we 
know, and quote what suited his 
purpose from the Greek poets. 
But on this supposition we feel 
justified in asking Dr. Farrar 
whether a lexicographer in search- 
ing Greek authors for the meaning 
they attached the spermata, the 
Greek for “seeds,” would not be 
inclined to add “human offspring”’ 
on so good an authority as Paul? 

Nor indeed would they be limited 
to his authority, since Sophocles 
uses it in the same way, and 
Aeschylus. “I was driven away 
from my country by my own off- 
spring” (spermata)—literally by 
my own seeds, is what the form- 
er makes one of his characters 
say. 

Dr. Farrar’s rendering of 
spermata in Galatians 3:16 on the 
other hand would make nonsense 
if not sacrilege. “He saith not un- 
to various kinds of grain as of 
many, but as of one, and to thy 
grain, which is Christ.” 

“Granting then, what we thank 
no man for granting, that 
spermata means human offspring, 
it is evident that despite all opin- 
ions to the contrary, this passage 
sustains the teaching of an in- 
spiration of Holy Writ extending 
to its very words.” 


3. But the most unique argu- 
ment for the inspiration of the 
words of Scripture is the relation 
which Jesus Christ bears to them. 
In the first place, He Himself was 
inspired as to His words. In the 
earliest reference to His prophetic 
office (Deut. 18:18), Jehovah says, 
“T will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak ... all that I 
shall command him.” A limitation 
on His utterance which Jesus 
everywhere recognizes. “As my 
Father hath taught me, I speak 
these things;” “the Father which 
sent me, he gave me a command- 
ment what I should say, and what 
I should speak;” “whatsoever I 


ther said unto me, so I speak;” 
“T have given unto them the words 
which thou gavest me;” “the words 
that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit and they are life.” (John 
6:63; 8:26, 28, 40; 12:49, 50.) 

The thought is still more im- 
pressive as we read of the relation 
of the Holy Spirit to the God-man. 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me because he hath anointed me 
to preach the gospel to the poor;” 
“he through the Holy Ghost had 
given commandments unto the 
apostles;” “the revelation of Jesus 
Christ which God gave unto Him;” 
“these things saith He that hold- 
eth the seven stars in his right 
hand;” “he that hath an ear let 
him hear what the Spirit saith un- 
to the churches” (Luke 4:18; Acts 
1:2: Rev. 1:1; 2:1,11). If the in- 
carnate Word needed the unction 
of the Holy Ghost to give to men 
the revelation He received from 
the Father in whose bosom He 
dwells: and if the agency of the 
same Spirit extended to the words 
He spake in preaching the gos- 
pel to the meek or dictating an 
Epistle, how much more must 
these things be so in the case of 
ordinary men when engaged = in 
the same service? With what 
show of reason can one contend 
that any Old or New Testament 
writer stood, so far as his words 
were concerned, in need of no such 
agency.” — The New Apologetic, 
pp. 67, 68. 

+ In the second place He used the 
Scriptures as though they were in- 
spired as to their words. In Matt- 
hew 22:31, 32, He substantiates 
the doctrine of the resurrection 
against the skepticism of the Sad- 
ducees by emphasizing the present 
tense of the verb “‘to be” i.e., the 


hovah to Moses at the burning 
bush. In verses 42-45 of the same 
chapter He does the same for His 
own deity by alluding to the sec- 
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ond use of the word “Lord” in 
Psalm 110. “The LORD said unto 
my Lord .. . If David then call 
him Lord, how is he his son?” In 
John 10:34-36, He vindicates Him- 
self from the charge of blasphemy 
by saying, “Is it not written in 
your law, I said, Ye are gods? If 
he called them gods, unto whom 
the word of God came, and the 
scripture cannot be broken; say 
ye of him, whom the Father hath 
sanctified, and sent into the world, 
thou blasphemest; because I said, 
I am .the Son of God?” 

We have already seen Him (in 
Matthew 4) overcoming the temp- 
ter in the wilderness by three 
quotations from Dueteronomy 
without note or comment except 
“It is written.” Referring to which 
Adolphe Monod says, “I know of 
nothing in the whole history of 
humanity, nor even in the field 
of divine revelation, that proves 
more clearly than this the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures. What! Jes- 
us Christ, the Lord of Heaven and 
earth, calling to His aid in that 
solemn moment Moses His ser- 
vant? He who speaks from Heaven 
fortifying Himself against the 
temptations of Hell by the Word 
of Him who spake from earth? 
How can we explain that spiritual 
mystery, that wonderful reversing 
of the order of things, if for Jesus 
the words of Moses were not the 
words of God rather than those 
of men? How shall we explain it 
if Jesus were not fully aware that 
holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost? 

“T do not forget the objections 
which have been raised against the 
inspiration of the Scriptures, nor 
the real obscurity with which that 
inspiration is surrounded; if they 
sometimes trouble your hearts, 
they have troubled mine also. But 
at such times, in order to revive 
my faith, I have only to glance at 
Jesus glorifying the Scriptures in 
the wilderness; and I have seen 
that for all who rely upon Him, 
the most embarrassing of prob- 
lems is transformed into a histori- 
cal fact, palpable and clear. Jesus 
no doubt was aware of the diffi- 
culties connected with the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures, but did this 
prevent Him from appealing to 
their testimony with unreserved 
confidence? Let that which was 
sufficient for Him suffice for you. 
Fear not that the rock which sus- 
tained the Lord in the hour of His 
temptation and distress will give 
way because you lean too heavily 
upon it.” 

In the third place, Christ teach- 
es that the Scriptures are inspired 
as to their words. In the Sermon 
on the Mount He said, “Think not 
that I am come to destroy the law, 
or the prophets: I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I 
say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the 
law, till all be fulfilled.” 

Here is testimony confirmed by 
an oath, for “verily” on the lips of 
the Son of Man carries such force. 
He affirms the indestructibility of 
the law, not its substance merely 
but its form, not the thought but 
the word. 

“One jot or tittle shall in no 
‘wise pass from the law.” The “jot’’ 
means the yod, the smallest let- 
ter in the Hebrew alphabet, while 
(Continued on page 6) 
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the “tittle” means the horn, a 
short projection ‘in certain letters 
extending the base line beyond the 
upright one which rests upon it. A 
reader unaccustomed to the He- 
brew needs a strong eye to see 
the tittle, but Christ guarantees 
that as a part of the sacred text 
neither the tittle nor the yod shall 
perish. 

The elder Lightfoot, the Hebra- 
ist and rabbinical scholar of the 
Westminster Assembly time, has 
called attention to an interesting 
story of a certain letter yod found 
in the text of Deuteronomy 32:18. 
It is in the word teshi, to forsake, 
translated in the King James as 
‘“unmindful.” Originally it seems 
to have been written smaller even 
than usual, i.e., undersized, and 
yet notwithstanding the almost 
infinite number of times in which 
copies have been made, that little 
yod stands there today just as 
it ever did. Lightfoot spoke of it in 
the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, and although two more cen- 
turies and a half have passed since 
then with all their additional 
copies of the book, yet it still re- 
tains its place in the sacred text. 
Its diminutive size is referred to 
in the margin, “but no hand has 
dared to add a hair’s breadth to 
its length,” so that we can still 
employ his words, and say that it 
is likely to remain there forever. 

The same scholar speaks of the 
effect a slight change in the form 
of a Hebrew letter might produce 
in the substance of the thought for 
which it stands. He takes as an 


ment or liberal 


SS | worldlings are going to Hell—but | 


example two words, “Chalal” and | 2% 
“Halal,” which differs from each| <4 


other simply in their first radicals. 


The “Ch” in Hebrew is expressed | : 
by one letter the same as “H,” the | ® 
only distinction being a slight break | 3 aes 
or opening in the left limb of the; {Saas 

latter. It seems too trifling to no-| = Fae & 8} 
tice, but let that line be broken | : 


where it should be continuous, and 


“Thou shalt not profane the name : | 


of thy God” in Leviticus 18:21, 


because “Thou shalt not praise the 


name of thy God.’ Through that 


aperture, however small, the entire | © 
thought of the divine mind ozzes| : 
out, so to speak, and becomes quite | * 
antagonistic to what was design-| : 


ed. 

This 
thought and the word expressing 
it are bound together, and that 
whatever effects the one imperils 
the other. As another says, “The 
bottles-are not the wine, but if the 
bottles perish, the wine is sure 
to be spilled.” It may seem like 
narrow-mindedness to contend for 
this, and an evidence of enlighten- 
scholarship to 
treat it with indifference, but we 
should be prepared to take our 
stand, with Jesus Christ in the 
premises and if necessary go 
outside the camp bearing our re- 
proach. 


This article is being published 
serially because of its great 
length. The Final installment will 
be published in THE Sworp for 
July 28, 1950. These chapters will 
stand repeated reading. 
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are at least 'ten concerning the pit 
of torment. The reason is sim- 
ple. Anyone can understand it. We 
have all had the experience of 
driving down a paved highway 
maintained by the state and the 
national, or the state or the na- 
tional government, As long as 
that highway is in proper condi- 
tion there are few markers need- 
ed. You will encounter a railroad 
crossing, a crossroad, a curve or a 
“turn” sign. You will be told of 
an approaching town, city, village, 
school or church. However, when 
there is on the road a threat to 
the traveler’s. safety, such as a 
washed-out bridge on which men 
are working, there is sign after 
sign, after sign, warning of what 
is ahead, On a straight road there 
is no need for such a warning. A 
good road does not need warning 
signs. But a road that leads to 
possible disaster needs such mark- 
ers. 


Everyone wants to go to Heav- 
en. Everyone who believes in 
Heaven desires to go there. God 
does not want anyone to go to 
Hell. Consequently, He has put 
markers, warning signs, detour 
signs, on the way ‘to destruction, 
to warn of the desolation, the 
death, the punishment anead. 


God’s Word declares, “The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget 
God.” Isaiah said, “For Tophet is 
ordained of old; yea, for the king 
it is prepared; he hath made it 
deep, and large: the pile thereof 
is fire and much wood; the breath 
of.the Lord, like a stream of brim- 
stone, doth kindle it.” 


The Bible’s worst description of 
Hell.came from ‘the lips of the 
sweet, tender, gentle, soft-spoken, 
compassionate Jesus Christ. The 
worst description of Hell in the 
entire Bible is in the ninth chap- 
ter of Mark, beginning with the 
forty-third verse. Jesus is speak- 
ing. 

“And if thy hand offend thee, 
cut it off: it is better for thee to 
enter into life maimed, than hav- 
ing two hands to go into hell, in- 
to the fire that never shall be 
quenched: Where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched. 


And if thy foot offend thee, cut it| p, 


off: it is better for thee to enter 
halt into life, than having two feet 
to be cast into hell, into the fire 
that never shall be quenched: 
Where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched, And if 
thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: 
it ts better for thee to enter into 
the kingdom of God with one eye, 
than hawing two eyes to be cast 


into hell fire: Where their worm |. 


dieth not, 
quenched.” 

In II Thessalonians Paul de- 
clares, 

“When the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, In flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power.” 

The Holy Spirit, in the four- 
teenth chapter of the book of Re- 
velation, says, ' 

“The same shall drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which 


and the fire is not 


is poured out without mixture in- | 


to the cup of his indignation; and 
he shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of 
the holy angels, and in the pres- 
ence of the Lamb: And the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever: and they have no 
rest day nor night.” 

Let us go back to Christ’s state- 
ment. He says, “If thy hand of- 
fend thee, cut it off.’ Chop off 
your ‘thand and suffer physical pain 
rather than go into the Devil’s 
Hell. If your foot offends you, 
take that same knife and, with- 
out mercy, chop off the offending 
member. It is better to suffer 
that frightful pain than to be cast 
into the tortures of the burning 
pit. If your eye offends you, dig 
the eye out and throw it away. 
It is better to endure that inde- 
scribable anguish, even to inflict 
it upon yourself, than 'to go with 
both eyes into the torments of 
desolation. : 

Our Lord’s statement needs no 
amplification. I have told you 
what the Bible says about Hell. 
God is not a man that He should 
lie. The Bible is not a book of 
vague imaginings, that there 
should be any question, any doubt, 
any uncertainty about the subject. 


The Crowd Going to Hell 
Who is going to Hell? God says: 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all 

likewise perish.” He declares al- 
so, “Haucept ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall 
not enter the kingdom of heaven 
. Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of 
God ... Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.” It is written, “He that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten 
Son of God ... He that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him 
. Whosoever was not found 


shows how truly the : 


they are not the only travelers 
to perdition. 

There is another crowd on the 
road to Tophet, That crowd con- 
sists of the procrastinators. They 
are not notorious sinners. They 
do not hold themselves up to be 
moral worldlings, They know they 
are sinners. They know they have 


done wrong. They know they need 


Christ. They believe the Bible as 


-|definitely as I do. They believe 


Jesus Christ died for their sins. 
They know He can save them. 
They want Him ‘to save them. 
They intend to have Him save 
them. They are not infidels. They 
are not atheists. They are not 
“smart alecks.” They want to be 
saved. They mean to be saved. 
They don’t intend to go to Hell. 
Nevertheless, they are listening to 


se the Devil whisper, “Not now. Not 


now.” The Devil doesn’t have to 


“88 leet anyone to commit some big 


written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire... But 
the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremoangers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall 
have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: 
which is the second death.” 

Let us emphasize the opening 
words of this last verse, found in 
Revelation 21:8: “But the fear- 
ful.’ You may say, “I. am not 
fearful.” I am glad indeed that 
you are not fearful, but have you 
accepted Jesus Christ as your 
personal Saviour? If you have not, 
then you are unbelieving. This 
verse says also, “But the fearful, 
and unbelieving, and the abomin- 
able.” You may say, “I am not 
abominable.” I am glad indeed 
that you are not. I hope you 
never will be. Tell me, however, 
have you been born again? Does 
your spirit bear witness with 
God’s Spirit. that you are a child 
of God? You may say, “I do not 
know.” You may say you have 
no such feeling. Then ycu are 
unbelieving. 

“But the fearful, and unbeliev- 
ing, and the abominable, and wun- 
believing, and murderers, and un- 
believing, and whoremongers, and 
unbelieving, and sorcerers, and 
unbelieving, and idolaters, and 
unbelieving, and all liars, and un- 
believing, shall have their part in 
the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone.” Who is going to 
Hell? Every unbelieving man, 
woman and child in all the world; 
every Jew, every Gentile any- 
where and everywhere, to the 
ends of the earth, is lost, is on 
the road to torment. But who is 
going to Hell? 

First; of all, the out-and-out 
sinners, the drunkards, the cheat- 
ers, the dishonest, all those who 
jive in open, notorious sin, those 
who live as though there were no 
God, no Christ, no Ten Command- 
ments, no death, no resurrection, 
no judgment, no Heaven, no Hell. 
You will agree that these out-and- 
out sinners are going to Hell. 

Secondly, Hell will be occupied 
by the moral, worldly crowd, the 
people who are the leaders in Cci- 
vic activities, in fraternal organi- 
zations, in lodges, in societies, in 
P.T.A.’s, who have not Christ as 
their Saviour. Good, moral, clean, 
fine though these people may be, 
they are all going to Hell. There 
are good people, clean people, mor- 
al folk with excellent reputations, 
people who are above reproach, 
but who are not right with God. 
They have not accepted the shed 
biood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They thave not repented of the 
sins they have committed. Moral 
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sin in order to take him to Hell. 
He doesn’t have to get anyone to 
be unusually vile or extraordin- 
arily wicked. The Devil has only 
to get a boy, a girl, a man or a 
woman to put off salvation long 
enough and he has accomplished 
his purpose. To put off accepting 
Christ long enough is to reject 
Christ, is to die in sin, is to be 
tormented forever. 

There is yet another group that 
is going to Hell. Not only are the 
out-and-out sinners, the moral 
worldlings, the procrastinators go- 
ing to Hell: the professing but not 
possessing church members are 
also doomed and damned. Those 
who are Baptists but not Chris- 
tians, those who are Methodists 
but not Christians, those who are 
Presbyterians but not Christians, 
those who are of any other church 
or persuasion but are not Chris- 
tians will, I believe, have to suf- 
fer deeper, hotter Hell than oth- 
ers. They have made their choices. 
They have had their opportunities. 
They have been to church serv- 
ices. They have heard the gospel. 
They have seen people saved. They 
have pretended to have salvation. 
Do not misunderstand, I’m not 
criticizing the church. Every 
Christian ought to belong ‘to some 
church. The church, however, is 
not for salvation.«The church is 
not for sinners. The church is for 
the saved. The church is for the 
saints, We have the church be- 
cause people are saved. 

I have mentioned, by the au- 
thority of God’s Word, the crowds 
who are going to Hell. They are 
the out-and-out sinners. They are 
the moral worldlings. They are 
the procrastinators, They are the 
bitter host of professing but not 
possessing church members. 


The Character of Hell 
What about the character of 
Hell? What kind of place is it? 
Many people ask the question, “Is 
Hell a place of literal fire?” Sup- 


literal fire?” Would that make 
it a place of fire? Sup- 
pose I said, “No, it is not literal 
fire.” Would that put out the fire 
if there is a fire? I do not know. 
I do not know what kind of place 


pose I said, “Yes, it is a place of | Pi 


it is. I have never been there. I 
know that I’m never going to be 
there. Glory to God, I shail never 
by personal experience know what 
kind of place Hell is! I do not 
want you to discover its character 
by personal+ experience, because 
then it will be too late to escape 
its awful pain. 

Even though I have never been 
in or seen Hell, i know someone 
who has seen it. I know some- 
one who ordained Hell. He estab- 
lished it originally for the Devil 
and his angels. If you insist upon 
forcing your way into it, you are 
an interloper. God does not want 
you to go there. He did not pre- 
pare Hell for you. He prepared it 
for the Devil. The Lord Jesus 
Christ knows about Hell, It is He 
who gives us a description of it 
in the terrible words of my text 
from Luke, Let Jesus tell what 
kind of place it is. 

Jesus says that Hell is a place 
of pain, “And in hell he lift up 
his eyes, being in torments, and 
seeth Abraham afar off, and Laz- 
arus in his bosom. And he cried 
and said, Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, 
that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in watér, and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in 
this flame.’ Consider the agony, 
imagine the pain, picture the an- 
guish, witness the suffering of 
that poor lost soul to whom a 
drop of water (how much water 
can a man ‘hold on the end of his 
finger?) on the end of Lazarus’ 
finger and put on the sufferer’s 
tongue would have been a taste 
of Heaven. Oh, the pain, the pun- 
ishment, the unsatisfied appetites, 
the unassuaged desires, the un- 
satisfied longings! On earth the 
sinner can find at least some sat- 
isfaction in pursuing sin, but in 
the Devil’s Hell no sinner will be 
given an opportunity to satisfy 
any sinful passion, any sinful emo- 
tion, any sinful appetite, any sin- 
ful desire. Increasingly, with 
every endless aeon, the awful sins 
of the sinners life will grind, 
blind, bind, cripple, corrode, cor- 
rupt, condemn, curse, throughout 
the passing of the endless pro- 
cession of the centuries. There is 
no liquor in Hell. Hell is a place 
where prohibition is strictly prac- 
ticed, There are no shows in Hell. 
There are no dances in Heil. 


In Hell there is something in- 
finitely worse than pain. I recall 


(Continued on page 7) 
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HELL - What is It? 


| (Continued from page 6) 
an incident in my seminary days. 
I was sitting in the office of one 
of my professors who was to meet 
a small class of us in a seminary 
course. I was early. I had just 
come from the post office. I had 
received a letter from Chicago, 
a letter which contained news that 
stirred my soul to the depths and 
_ hurt me dreadfully. I sat there. 
I did not want to go home. My 
wife would see my tears and her 
day would be spoiled also. There 
was not a thing she could do about 
it. The problem was a ghost out 
of my past. I sat in that profes- 
sor’s office, bowed my head in my 
hands and started to pray and 
cry. I did not hear the professor 
as he came in. His rubber heels 
on the carpeted floor made no 
sound. Besides, I was crying and 
I would not have heard him. Tap- 
ping me on the shoulder, he asked 
what was the matter. I told him 
I was troubled by something per- 
sonal out of my past. Out of his 
great, gracious heart he insisted 
that if the problem was not too 
personal, I should tell him about 
it and perhaps he could help me. 
Looking at him, I said, ‘Doctor, 
there are sO many things in my 
past I wish I could forget.” 


After walking to the window 


and looking out across the cam- 
pus, he turned back to me, after 
a minute or two, and the tears 
trickled down his cheeks as he 
said, “Son, you are not the only 
one.” 


I do not doubt my salvation. I 
know mv sins are forgiven. i know 
I am a child of God. I know I am 
going to Heaven. But, oh, I wish 
I could forget my sins! I wish I 
could forget the blame of them, 
the shame of them, the agony of 
them, the pursuit of them. Thank 
God, when we cross chilly Jordan, 
when the waters of that dark 
river wash across our souls, even 
the memories of our sins will be 
gone! But if you die in your sins, 
the memory of those transgres- 
sions will become stronger and 
stronger with every passing age. 
There will be no surcease, no los- 
ing yourself in forgetfulness. 

Those who die in their sins will 
sink into Hell. Forever after they 
will remember endlessly, without 
cessation, without forgetfulness, 
the sins that sent ‘them into the 
pit of perdition, They will recall 
their opportunities to accept the 
Lord Jesus Christ. They will re- 
member the services they attend- 
ed, the songs and 'the sermons 
they heard, They will remember 
the prayers that were prayed for 
them, the tears that were shed 
over them, the personal testimony 
that was delivered in their hear- 
ing. They will remember that they 
could as easily have been in Heav- 


en as in Hell. But there they are, 
endlessly chained to the stake of 
-torture. 


Here upon this earth you may 
lose yourself in a movie; you may 
lose yourself in a book; you may 
lose yourself in a dance: you may 
lose yourself in a baseball game; 
you may lose yourself in some 
other sport or amusement; you 
may lose yourself in the visit of 
some friend. You may lose your- 
self in drink. If the going gets 
hard, the doctor may give you 
sleeping pills to knock you out 
for a while. You may ease your 
tormented conscience with the 
balm of sleep. You can take poi- 
son; you can blow your brains 
out; you can hang yourself and 
believe you have left your diffi- 
culties behind. But there is no poi- 
son in Hell. There are no guns in 
Hell. There is no death in Hell. 
There are no shows in Hell. There 
are no saloons in Hell, The Devil 
is strictly a teetotaler, There are 
no dances in Hell. The Devil is 
in the drinking and dancing busi- 
ness only here upon this earth. 
You will dance in Hell, but not to 
a jazz orchestra. There are no 
books in Hell. There are no opi- 
ates in Hell. There are no doctors’ 
prescriptions in Hell. There is no 
rest, no death, no ceasing of burn- 
ing, blazing memory there. 

But there is something even 
worse about Hell. This may seem 
to be an exaggeration, but Scrip- 
ture declares the fact: “And be- 
side all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed: so'that 
they which would pass from thence 
to you cannot; neither can they 
pass to us, that would come from 
thence.” The worst thing about 
Hell is that it is a world absolutely 
without hope. There is no way 
out of Hell. There is nothing even 
God can do to take someone out 
of Hell. 

One does not need an abund- 
ance of imagination to picture 
this awfulness. God forbid that 
any man, that any woman, that 
any child should be Hellbound. If 
you die in your sins, you will go 
to Hell. As you look up, up, up, 
in the dim distance, you will see 
the mansions of bliss, the gates 
of glory, the golden streets, the 
tree of life, the river of life. You 
will see God on His holy throne. 
You will see the angels flitting 
about on God’s errands. You will 
see the blessed saints, dressed in 
white robes of righteousness, 
strumming their harps and sing- 
ing the Saviour’s eternal praises. 
You will recognize features, faces, 
forms, figures of loved ones, of 
friends, of people who even now 
are at your side, folk who have 
lived in your home, business as- 
sociates, schoolmates, You will re- 
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member that you had the same 
opportunity as they to escape Hell. 
But between you and Heaven will 
be the smoke of ten thousand 
times ten thousand fires, and you 
will remember only the frightful 
word, “Forever! Forever!” 

You will sink back into the pit. 
A thousand times a thousand end- 
less years will drag their slow 
feet in leaden procession over 
your tormented soul. Again you 
will lift your head above that lake 
which burns with fire and brim- 
stone. Again you will look about 
you and you will see the gates, 
the bars, the bolts, the locks, the 
studded nails of the penitentiary 
of the damned. 

Hell is a world without hope. 
Its burning torments sear the 
flesh, but there is no relief. As 
the demons of Satan dance mock- 
ingly, laughingly, gloatingly, they, 
too, sing, in bitter, biting, blight- 
ing voices, one song, one note, one 
cadence, one refrain: “Forever! 
Forever! Forever! Forever! For- 
ever!” Should you make your 
abode in Hell, you will see the 
burning faces, the glazed eyes, the 
tortured hands of fellow-prisoners 
of damnation. You will recognize, 
God forbid, husband, wife, father, 
mother, brother, sister, -son, 
daughter, friend, neighbor, that 
you could as easily have taken to 
Heaven as dragged down to Hell. 
Oh, that awful mass of weeping, 
wailing humanity that inhabits 
Hell! They, too, cry one Heaven- 
searching cry to God, but, alas, 
too late.-All cry that endless re- 
frain, “Forever! Forever! For- 
ever!”” Beyond God forever! Be- 
yond Christ forever! Beyond the 
Spirit forever! Beyond the Bible 
forever! Beyond the gospel for- 
ever! Beyond the cross forever! 
Beyond the blood forever! Beyond 
tears forever! Beyond repentance 
forever! Beyond faith forever! Be- 
yond confession forever! Beyond 
time forever! Beyond eternity for- 
ever! Forever! Forever! Forever! 


this to be true. If they did, they 
would have prayer meetings morn- 
ing and night. They would run 
up and down the streets weeping, 
agonizing, pleading with lost souls 
to be reconciled to God through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Christian, 
whether you believe it or not, the 
Bible teaches in the fourteenth 
chapter of Revelation, “The smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever, and they have no 
rest day nor night.” 


The Cross That Saves From Hell 

If one were to multiply a thou- 
sand times, a million times, the 
horrors I have described, he would 
still not approximate the fright- 
fulness of Hell. But, thank God, 
there is a way out of Hell; there 
is a way for every man, for every 
woman, for every child in all this 
world to keep out of Hell. That 
way is the way of the cross—the 
way of the cross that leads home. 
It is written: 


Bibles For Japan 


General Mac Arthur has commended 
The American Home Bible League for 
setting up Japan Branch. 

Only hope for Japan is reaching every 
home with the Scriptures. 

Help us make possible the immediate 
goal of 100,000 Testaments for Japan. 

Forward your gift to 
AMERICAN HOME BIBLE LEAGUE 
11046 Wentworth Avenue 
Chicago 28, Illinois 


Free Kit available on how to reach 
your community with the Bible. 
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“And as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up: 
That whosoever believeth in him 


|should not perish, but have eter- 


nal life. For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be 
saved, He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten 


Son of God.”—John 3:14-18. 


You may take the cross or the 
curse. You may take the blood or 
the blame. You may accept sal- 
vation or be banished forever from 
God’s presence. 

This was true of all Christians. 
All were sinners on the way to 
Hell, with the curse and the doom 
of their sins dragging them into 
the pit. They saw the cross. They 
believed, They received, Now Hell 
is a closed book to them and 
Heaven is ever open before them. 


Jesus loves you. God loves you. 
The Holy Spirit loves you. Other 
Christians love you. There is 
nothing in the way except your 
own will. God stands ready to 
forgive your sins for Christ’s sake. 
You have all that is required, in 
the way of recommendation, to 
cause Jesus to blot out your 
transgressions in His own blood. 
Accept the blood-written offer of 
God’s mercy. 

A fellow preacher, the editor 
of a denominational paper, told 
the following interesting story. 


Years ago, when he first start- 
ed to preach, he was pastoring a 
church in the Delta area, the 
richest land block in America, and 
perhaps in the world. In those 
early days there lived in the town 
where my friend was pastor a 
plantation owner, a widow in her 
late eighties. She grew old, tired, 
sick, the result of old age. The 
doctors did all they could. One 
day, in the presence of ther first- 
born son, who was living with her 
and managing her great proper- 
ties, the family physician told ‘her 
that she was going to die. The 
doctor said he did not know how 
long she would live, but that it 
would not be long. He told her 
to prepare for death and without 
delay. 

When the doctor left she called 
her first-born child to her and 
told ‘him to summon all her chil- 
dren, grand-children and great- 
grandchildren. The son, wiring, 
calling, visiting, sending messages, 
gathered the family together. 
Three or four days /Jater they 
were all in the grandmother’s 
room. There were fifty-three of 
them. After praying with them, 
she kissed them all, said good-by to 
them and told them she wanted 
all except her own nine children 
to leave the room. ; 

She asked that the children 
form a line against the wall at 
the foot of the bed. 

“IT want you,” she said, ‘to come 
to me one by one. I want to bless 
you, to say good-by to you.” 

The old mother was crying. The 
children were crying. Moments of 
emotional stress passed. The first 
son walked to the bed, dropped to 
his knees. and bowed his head 
against his mother’s body. Patting 
his bowed head, praying whisper- 
ingly over ‘him, lifting his face, 
kissing him, she said, “Good night, 
son. Good night. See you in the 
morning, darling.” 

The second child came. The 
third child came. The fourth child 
came. The fifth child came, The 
sixth child came. The seventh 
came, and the eighth. To each of 
them, bowed beside her bed, she 
spoke the same words. 

The last of the children came, 
a man in his late forties, a good 
man, but not a Christian. He was 
not a wicked man in the sense of 
being vilely immoral, but he was 
not a Christian. His mother knew 
it. He knew it. The rest of them 
knew it. Without looking into the 
face of his dear mother he drop- 
ped beside her bed. 

She tried to raise herself to a 
sitting position, but she could not. 
Clasping her hands, she wrung 
her fingers until her knuckles 
were almost white. The man still 
wouldn’t look at her but kept his 
head bowed between his hands. 


Patting his head, whispering a 


prayer, she lifted his face, kissed 


him, and said, » “Good-by, 
Good-by. Good-by, son.” 
Standing, the man started back 
to the others. Suddenly he stopped. 
Thinking of what his mother had 
said, he took one step back to the 
bed. 

“Mama,” he said, “you didn’t 
say it right. You didn’t say it 
right to me.” 

“Son, what didn’t I say right?” 

“Mother, you said ‘good night’ 
to the rest of them ‘see vou in the 
morning,’ but you said good-by to 
me.” 

Raising herself to a sitting pos- 
ture by sheer force of will, ex- 
tending her hands out and up to 
him, the mother said_ slowly, 
agonizingly, “Son, you are not a 
Christian. It is ‘good night’ to 
them, ‘see you in the morning,’ 
because they are saved. I shall 
see them in the _ resurrection 
morning. You are not a Christian. 
You are lost. Oh, unless you 
change, it is good-by to you!” 

Red with sudden rage, the man, 
clenching his fists, started to say 
something, but, thinking better of 
it, went to the door. His hand was 
on the knob when the Spirit of 
God touched him and broke his 
heart. With a great cry, he re- 
leased the door handle and, tak- 
ing one step across the room, fell 
across his mother’s bed and sob- 
bing, “Mama, I don’t want it to 
be good-by, Mama, I want to see 
you in the morning, too. Mama, 
tell me, what must I do? What 
must I do?” 

Putting her hands under him 
and raising him until their faces 
were opposite each other, until 
they were looking into each 
other’s tear-filled eyes, the moth- 
er sobbed, “Son, it does not have 
to be good-by. It can be good night 
if you will believe in Jesus Christ.” 

Mamma, I do believe in Jesus 


son. 


Christ. I have always believed in — 


Him. 

“Son, will you then, right now, 
accept Jesus Christ and confess 
Him as your personal Saviour? 
Right now, son, will you do it?” 

“Yes, Mama, I will. I do ac- 
cept Him as my Saviour. I am 
sorry I did not do it before now. 
Yes, Mama, I will. I do trust Jesus 
Christ. I do accept Him and con- 
fess Him as my Saviour.” 

Putting her hands on his shoul- 
ders, the mother pushed him gent- 
ly to his Knees, Bending, she kissed 
him on the lips. Caressing him, 
she said, “Good night, son. Good 
night, baby. Good night, darling. 
See you in the morning.” 

What is it going to be with 
you? How is it going to be with 
you? All you have to do is say, 
“Lord, have mercy on me, a sin- 
ner.” God, who has never broken 
a promise that He has given, will 
not break His promise to you. He 
will save you from your sins. 

(Reprint from the booklet of the 
same title, and used by permission 
of Zondervan Publishing House.) 


My Decision for Christ 


You ‘have read Dr. Appelman's 
blessed sermon on “Hell, What Is 
It?” Jesus Christ is ready to save 
you from Hell, If you will this 
moment turn to Him with all 
your heart, depend upon Him to 
forgive your sins and save your 
soul, He will do it. He says, “He 
that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life’ (John 3:36). 
Again He says, “He that believeth 
on him is not condemned” (John 
3:18). If this moment you will 
take Christ as your own Saviour, 
then please sign the statement be- 
low, copy it in a letter and mail 
it to the editor of THE SworD OF 
THE LorpD. I will tell Dr. Appelman 
of your decision so We can rejoice 
together, and I will send you a 
letter of counsel and encourage- 
ment. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD , 
214 W. Wesley Street 

Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Dr. Appelman’s 
sermon on “Hell, What Is It?” in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. I confess 
that I am a poor undone sinner. 
I need forgiveness. I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and here and 
now I turn my heart from them 
and ask God for mercy and for- 
giveness. The best I know how I 
trust Him this moment to forgive 
me and save me. By His grace 
I claim Him as my Saviour and 
will set out live for Him. 


Signed 
Address 
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Bird Life in Wington 
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He showed Downy how to find the grubs. 


HIDDEN TALENTS 


“T am worried about Downy,” 


said Mrs. Woodpecker to 


her husband one night as they were getting ready to roost. 
“What seems to be the matter?” asked Mr. Woodpecker. 


“He is so discouraged,” replied 
Mrs. Woodpecker. “As you know, 
he had his heart set on being in 
the Wington Glee Club, but ‘the 
music director gave him an audi- 
tion today and discovered that he 
is a ‘monotone’ and told him he 
was wasting his time trying to 
learn ‘to sing. It is all the harder 
for him because two of his play- 
mates, Henry Warbler and John- 
ny Mockingbird, were accepted in 
the Glee Club. When Downy ar- 
rived home he said to me, ‘I sup- 
pose I just don’t have any ta- 
lent, Mother. Why is it that we 
Woodpeckers can’t sing like other 
birds?’ ” 

“What did you tell him?” asked 
Mr, Woodpecker. 


“IT tried to explain to him,” she 
replied, “that God has given dif- 
ferent talents to different birds, 
and that every one does have 
some talent with which tc praise 
God. One of these days, I assured 
him, he would discover his ta- 
lent. In the meantime, I told him 
he must be patient and not al- 
low himself to be jealous of the 
other birds.” 


“You are a very wonderful 
mother to our little son,” said Mr. 
Woodpecker. “I am afraid I have 
not been spending enough time 
with him lately.” 

The néxt morning at breakfast 
Mr. Woodpecker said, “Downy, I 
am coming home early from the 
office today. How would you like 
to go with me for a flight into 
the park?” 

Of course Downy thought that 
a wonderful idea. So thai after- 
noon about~ four o’clock they 
started out together, Mr. Wood- 
pecker pointed out the different 
kinds of trees to Downy and told 
him how certain bugs and insects 
laid their eggs under the crevices 
of the bark. He showed Downy 
how to find the grubs and to dig 
them out with his bill. 

“There is no use tearing up the 
bark unless you know a grub is 
under it,” said Mr. Woodpecker. 
“The thing to do is to tap on it 
two or three times like this. Then 
be very still and listen. If a grub 
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is underneath, he will be fright- 
ened by the sound and you can 
hear him move. Then quicky you 
can peck away the bark, like this, 
and get him.” 

“Oh, Mother,” exclaimed Downy 
when ‘they arrived home, “we had 
the best time in the world. Daddy 
has promised to take me again.” 

And he did. Twice every week 
Mr. Woodpecker and Downy went 
flying and grub-hunting together 
in the woods. 

Then came what was long re- 
membered in Wington as The 
Great Scourge. It happened in the 
spring. Insects seemed to come 


from everywhere. They bored into | 


the trees, hid under the bark, ate 
up the sap and the trees began 
to die. For a time it was feared 
that all the trees in the park 
would perish, All the birds in 
Wington, young and old, were 
called upon to work in the park 
every afternoon in an effort to 
save the trees. 

On a certain day the Metropoli- 
tan Park Commission staged a 
contest and offered a gold medal 
to the school bird which, in one 
hour, could find and. kill the 
greatest number of grubs. 

Of course there were a number 
of birds who were quite expert in 
finding the grubs, among them 
the Nuthatch children, the Flick- 
ers and the Chickadees. But 
Downy’s little friends, Johnny 
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Mockingbird and Henry Warbler, 
were able to find only five apiece. 
They spent most of their ‘time 
chipping away bark but finding 
nothing underneath. 

Downy, on the other hand, as 
his daddy had taught him, would 
tap on the bark here and there and 
listen for a second. Then, if he 
heard nothing, he would move on 
to some other spot. When ‘tthe 
hour was finished Downy had 
found and captured one hundred 
and twenty-two grubs. No other 
bird had passed the one hundred 
mark. 

And who do you suppose pre- 
sented Downy with the medal pro- 
vided by the Park Commission? 
None other than Mr, Cardinal, the 
director of the school band. As 
he handed it to him, he said, 
“Downy, as I watched you work- 
ing in the woods today, I noticed 
what wonderful rhythm you have 
when you peck on the bark, You 
are just the bird we need to play 
the trap drum in our schooi band 
and to lead us in our marches. Al- 
so that suit you are wearing is 
just perfect for a uniform. I shall 
expect you at rehearsal tomorrow 
night.” 


*Thus it came to pass that 
Downy Woodpecker discovered 
that he had not one talent 
but two. Of course he has 
lots of fun playing the trap drum 
in the band, but he never allows 
that to interfere with what the 
considers his first talent, namely 
digging the grubs out of the trees 
in the park. Just how important 
that talent is you may judge for 
yourself when I tell you _ that 
Downy’s father has recently been 
appointed Superintendent of the 


Wington National Park. So Downy. 
works with his father on the trees 
every afternoon—gets paid for it 
too—and is saving his money to 
go to college and study forestry! 


(From Bird Life in Wington, by 
Rev. J. Calvin Reid. The twenty- 
first of thirty chapters to appear 
regularly in THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp. This book may be had for 
$1.50 from Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, 214 W. Wesley St., Whea- 
ton, Ill.) 


John R. Rice 
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Central Manor Camp and Bible Conference 
August 19th through August 27th, 1950 


Presents Evangelist John R. Rice 
of Wheaton, Illinois 


Other Speakers: 
Rev. Andrew Telford 
Camp grounds 9 miles out of Lancaster City, Pa. 


: To rent Tents and Cottages write to 
Mr. Ralph Kilheffer, Washington Boro, Pa. 
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The Heavyweight Champion 
Who Lost His Title 


This new book by Evangelist Bill Rice is 
different. It’s a book of sermons—but what 
sermons they are! Plain, straightforward 
messages on the Bible’s teaching about sin 
and its consequences. Refreshing reading 
that carries a punch. Much humor. Effec- 
tive illustrations. Excellent for young or 
youthful readers. 128 pages, 
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The Sword Book of Treasures 


Choice articles selected from more than 
600 issues of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Abiding articles by well-known writers and 
little known penmen. A family book for 
young and old alike. Delightful reading. Ht 
will prove helpful and inspiring to each 
reader. A true Christian classic. A treat to 
own and a privilege to give as a gift. 
Twenty-one chapters with photographs and 
biographical sketches of authors. 352 pages, 
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Prayer—Asking 
and Receiving 


A Christian ‘‘best-seller” by John R. Rice. 
120,000 copies now in print. Dr. R. G. Lee 
says of this book, “It makes one want to 
pray oftener and with more persistence. 
It brings joy in setting forth specific ans- 
wers to prayers. For me there is not a dull 
line in the book.” This book will help you 
to get your prayers answered. A dangerous 
book to read if you treat prayer lightly. 
328 pages, cloth -.....-..- $2.00 


The Soul-Winner’s Fire 


Eight messages by John R. Rice on the 
soul-winner’s passion, power and joy. If you 
want to become a_ soul-winner, or if 
you are already a soul winner but want 
more burden, power and _ earnestness, 
get this book. Improve your vacation with 
results that will only culminate in eternity. 
This book has invariably changed the lives 
of its readers. 114 pages, 
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God’s Cure 
for Anxious Care 


A book of comfort, encouragement, peace 
and calm from the pen of John R. Rice. 
Do you want freedom from care and worry? 
You'll find how to achieve it here. The 
lonely, the sick and the aged must have 
this book. Of it Dr. Bob Jones says, “Tender 
and comforting and at the same time 
Christ-centered and evangelistic.” It is 
truly a book for our times. 127 pages, 
GD wenimte cqcstsncenedece $1 -50 


The Power of Pentecost 


The newest, largest, most exhaustive study 
in print on soul-winning power. A book 


"| chaste. 
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How to Have a Revival 


Twenty-five chapters of instruction in re- 
vival technique by Evangelists Appelman, 
Bob Jones, Sr., Hankins, Wells, Hendley 
and John R., Rice. A book for everyone 
praying for revival. Preachers need it. 
Church members need it. Every Christian will 
find it good, timely reading. 399 pages, 
ME Gubacchwedncaccacence $3.00 


The Soul Winner’s Fire 


Eight burning messages on the soul-winner’s 
passion, power and joy by John R. Rice. 
The burning words of a man who is him- 
self aflame for God. Real help for those 
who want to play an effective part in 
the present day period of revival. 114 


pages, cloth ... 22.2 ncnscenns 1.25 
Revival Appeals 


This book by Dr. John R. Rice has set 
revival fires burning in the hearts of min- 
isters and church members alike. Sixteen 
chapters of fervent appeal. Simple yet 
dramatic in language and blessed of God 
in actual use. Readers will catch the burn- 
ing desire to see souls saved. A great deal 
of good reading has been crammed into 
16 chapters which make up this popular 
book. 216 pages, cloth ...... $1.50 


The Ruin of a Christian 


Twelve stirring sermons especially for 
Christians. These Bible messages by Dr. 
Rice have been used of God to reprove, re- 
buke and exhort Christians in every part 
of the U. S$. and Canada. Just the book 
to inspire our hearts for revival. 253 
PON UD aio were reso onan $2.00 


Immanuel—God With Us 


Six heart-lifting messages by John’ R. Rice 
that will amaze and bring joy to the 
Christian; convict and convince the sinner. 
Deals with the profound teaching of the 
incarnation and probably contains the most 
stirring and exhaustive discussion of His 
Coronation in print today. Reading this 
book should make your vacation twice as 
refreshing. There's inspiration and blessing 
on every page. 160 pages, 

WON ch coidccGeensuies-> $1.50 


Home—Courtship, 
Marriage and Children 


A Christian guide by John R. Rice showing 
the basis of a happy marriage and home. 
Sex information from the Bible—delicate 
chapters with nothing questionable or un- 
Deals with such questions as: 
Courtship and the Dangers of Petting; 
Normal Sex Life in Marriage; The Blessing 
of Children; Family Worship in the Home; 


Take a Sword book for profitable Vacation Reading 


scholarship by John R. Rice. 
Avoids the pitfalls of false cults and ex- 
tremists. Solid Bible teaching. 441 pages, 
Lo Ee Pee ee eee $3.00 


Winning Children to Christ; Adultery, the 
Ruin of Marriage and Morals and Divorce, 
the Wreck of Marriage. Many other topics 
discussed in the light of God’s Word. De- 
signed for newlyweds, engaged couples and 
parents. 381 pages, cloth -... $2.50 


The Preacher 
and His Preaching - 


Dr. W. B. Riley wrote this book. THE SU 
DAY SCHOOL TIMES reviewed it thus: ‘‘Hére 
is a really vital book on preaching by a 
competent. homilite, who was also a re- 
markably successful evangelist; that fact 
in itself is sufficient recommendation.” A 
thrilling treatise, a popular text-book pro- 
duced by a marvelous intellect. A complete 
handbook on preaching. 146 pages, 
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The Scarlet Sin 


Stenographically reported sermons by John 
R. Rice. Sermon titles give evidence of the 
subjects covered. They are: The Scarlet Sin 
and the Roads that Lead to it; All of 
Satan’s Apples Have Worms; The Four 
Biggest Fools in Town; Why God Hardened 
Pharaoh's Heart; The Unpardonabdle Sin; 
The Worth of a Soul; One Man Salvation; 
Peter and Jesus; A Fire-from-Heaven Revival; 
The Unvarying God; The Fullness of the 
Holy Spirit and Spectators in the Heavenly 
Grandstand. Good reading at its best. 254 


PO GOR eS ccs 2.00 


RUSH COUPON NOW! 


Sword of the Lord Publishers 
214 W. Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Friends: 
Enclosed find remittanece°of $_ 


for which please send me the following 
book(s) : 


-...The Heavyweight Champion ____$1.50 
_...The Sword Book of Treasures __ 2.50 
~....Prayer—Asking and Receiving __ 2.00 


..._The Soul-Winner’s Fire ~~... 1.25 
..--God’s Cure for Anxious Care ___ 1.50 
..._.The Power of Pentecost ______ 3.00 
..--How to Have a Revival ._._.__ 3.00 
-.._The Soul-Winner’s Fire ~....... 1.25 
...--Revival Appeals 1.50 
-~--The Ruin of a Christian —_______ 2.00 
I el—God With Us -__ .._ 1.50 
__..Home 2.50 
—--The Preacher 2.00 
..--The Scarlet Sin : 2.00 
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